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Foreword by Benoit Desjardins, MD, PhD

In an era where intelligence is celebrated, debated, and sometimes misunderstood, Some Smart
People: Views and Lives 8 offers readers a rare and compelling glimpse into the minds of some
of the world’s most fascinating individuals. Scott Douglas Jacobsen, with his keen eye for insight
and talent for drawing out deeply personal and intellectual reflections, has curated a body of con-
versations that transcends borders, disciplines, and ideologies.

This book is not merely a collection of interviews; it is a profound exploration of human thought
and experience. Each chapter introduces readers to a unique voice—a psychiatrist delving into
abstract concepts, a nuclear physicist reflecting on intelligence testing, a philosopher questioning
the meaning of life, and an artist sharing the spontaneity of creativity. These individuals are not
only highly intelligent but also deeply engaged with the world around them, using their minds to
grapple with some of the most pressing questions of our time.

Jacobsen’s careful approach reveals that intelligence is far more than a static score or an aca-
demic measure. It is a multifaceted phenomenon, encompassing curiosity, creativity, emotional
depth, and the ability to connect seemingly disparate ideas into cohesive understanding. Through
these pages, intelligence emerges not only as a tool for individual achievement but also as a lens
through which the complexities of humanity can be explored and appreciated.

The diversity of thought in Some Smart People: Views and Lives § is striking. From discussions
on personalized medicine and psychiatry to the philosophies of nihilism and the intersection of
physics and erotica, the scope of topics is as vast as the contributors themselves. The conversa-
tions delve into the intricacies of high-1Q societies, the cultural dynamics of genius, the ethics of
intellectual engagement, and the deeply personal experiences of those who have dedicated their
lives to exploring and expanding the boundaries of human thought.

Perhaps most compelling is the human element that pervades every dialogue. Behind each bril-
liant mind is a story—a journey shaped by upbringing, challenges, relationships, and aspirations.
Jacobsen has a remarkable ability to draw out these narratives, allowing readers to see not just
the intellect but also the humanity of his subjects. The result is a collection of conversations that
are as relatable as they are inspiring, encouraging readers to reflect on their own intellectual pur-
suits and personal growth.

This eighth installment in the series continues Jacobsen’s tradition of showcasing intellectual cu-
riosity in its purest form. It is a celebration of the relentless quest for knowledge and understand-
ing, a reminder that the pursuit of wisdom is not limited to any one discipline, culture, or per-
spective. By bringing together such a rich tapestry of voices, Jacobsen challenges us to think
more deeply, to question more boldly, and to embrace the complexity of human intelligence in
all its forms.

As you turn the pages of this book, prepare to be challenged, enlightened, and inspired. These
conversations are not merely academic exercises; they are invitations to engage with ideas that
matter, to explore new ways of thinking, and to appreciate the vast potential of the human mind.
Whether you are a scholar, a thinker, or simply a curious reader, you will find in these pages a
wealth of insight and inspiration to fuel your own intellectual journey. Welcome to Some Smart
People: Views and Lives 8. May it ignite in you the same passion for knowledge and understand-
ing that animates the remarkable individuals within these pages.

— Benoit Desjardins, MD, PhD, FAHA, FACR, FNASCI, CEH, CISSP
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Foreword by Daniel Shea

There is often a quip that is made of those who associate themselves with any label of above av-
erage intelligence: “If you're so smart, what exactly have you done to show for it?”” This question
is often asked in poor faith, intended to denigrate its subject, exhort the virtues of prosperity the-
ology, or set the bar so high that none could clear it regardless of their accomplishments. If one
were to take a more generous or inquisitive interpretation, the discussions presented throughout
this series should provide a most comprehensive answer to the question.

There is another variant of this oft-posed challenge. That is, “What great discovery or revelation
has come out of a high-IQ society, anyway?” It is a fair question given the starting conditions
and sequence of events: take a double- or triple-digit quantity of people who have crossed a high
threshold on an exceptionally difficult test, put them in the same room, have them interact with
each other, and see what insights or prose come out of it. Where is the answer to any of the as-
yet-unsolved Millennium Prize Problems? Where are the Nobel Prizes? Where is the next great
work of literature?

Perhaps one lead on such a question can be found in the wide cross-section of interests and be-
liefs represented across the membership of these societies. Some are primarily interested in the
sciences, while others take a greater interest in poetry and the arts. Some are atheists, others the-
ists. Some are politically right of center, others left of center. Some are urbanites, others Arcadi-
ans. Standard pattern matching may identify some common passions over others across this co-
hort, but it fails to capture the picture in its entirety. To some extent, this representation may not
be as distinct from society as one may have been led to believe.

Perhaps yet another lead comes from the degree of Balkanization that exists across these socie-
ties. The collection of interviews and discussions exhibited in this and prior editions of Some
Smart People: Views and Lives may well serve to bridge this divide, highlighting samples of the
various memberships for who they are, how they see the world, and where their expertise lies.

For those who find themselves posing the above questions, I encourage you to immerse your-
selves in the passages that follow with a keen interest and genuine curiosity. In doing so, you
will begin to arrive ever closer to the answers you seek.

Daniel Shea
September 6, 2024
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Foreword by Rick Rosner

Scott Douglas Jacobsen, you’ve likely interviewed more high-IQ individuals than anyone else.
Your impression of high-IQ people is probably among the most accurate and informed. My own
impression is that high-1Q individuals come in the same varieties as everyone else, and this is
supported by research to some extent.

Studies suggest that beyond an IQ of approximately 140, additional IQ points are not strongly
correlated with greater productivity, happiness, or success. At that level, the cognitive ad-
vantages become less significant in practical terms, and these individuals experience many of the
same struggles as the rest of the population. Similarly, those with IQs above 140 show the same
diversity as everyone else: some are highly capable, some are average, and some are eccentric or
even problematic.

Have I encountered eccentric individuals? Not directly, but examples like Keith Raniere come to
mind. He was the leader of NXIVM, a fraudulent and abusive organization that also operated as
a sex cult. Raniere’s intellect didn’t prevent him from being a manipulative and deeply flawed
individual.

There are also high-IQ individuals I would describe as idealistic or perhaps deluded—possibly
including myself—but to paraphrase popular culture: "High-1Q people—they’re just like us."

The media has significant biases in reporting on many topics, and IQ is no exception. When I1Q is
reported, certain narratives tend to dominate. One common theme is schadenfreude: showcasing
a high-IQ individual who is socially awkward, unsuccessful, or unhappy. The subtext of such
stories is often, “You may wish you were extremely intelligent, but look at this person whose life
is far from enviable—aren’t you glad you’re not them?”

There’s the child prodigy character in TV and movies, like Little Man Tate. With a 200 1Q,
they’re capable of figuring out everything except the human heart—pure, innocent, longing for
connection to other people. That’s Little Man Tate.

Then there’s the evil genius, which probably shows up more than any other archetype. It’s not
always explicitly linked to IQ, but it’s the trope of the super brainy supervillain who thinks he’s
better than everyone else. He’s resentful that his greatness hasn’t been acknowledged, so he de-
cides to enact some grandiose scheme—Ilike setting off nuclear weapons along the San Andreas
Fault to trigger the largest earthquake in history. That’s from a James Bond villain from about 30
years ago, during the Roger Moore era.

So, there are lots of ways geniuses are presented in media.

I suppose you could argue that a society looking out for its geniuses is also looking out for other
demographics. 1Q testing was originally developed by Alfred Binet as a tool to ensure kids re-
ceived appropriate educational resources. It worked on a scale of one to five: if you scored a one
or a two, you needed additional support for slower learning; if you scored a four or a five, you
needed enrichment opportunities.

America has been failing on this lately because certain political segments, like the Republicans,
have cultivated a strategic disdain for public education. They’ve pushed to dismantle the Depart-
ment of Education and privatize education, redirecting resources from public schools to private
Christian schools and charter schools. This approach is terrible, and it’s bad for society.
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I’d say a good society is the one we had in the 1970s—not perfect, but there was a major empha-
sis on public education after the Soviet Union appeared to outpace us technologically during the
Space Race. That sparked a nationwide push to improve education. Public education was strong
then, and that’s the kind of approach we need.

A decent society looks out for all its demographics.
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Conversation with Bishoy Goubran, M.D. on Christianity, Intelligence
Tests, Cognitive Flexibility, Personalized Medicine, Psychiatry, and
Abstract Concepts: Psychiatry Resident Physician; Post-Doctoral
Research Fellow, Behavioral & Cardiovascular Medicine (1)

2020-12-08

Bishoy Goubran, M.D. was awarded the Genius of the Year, 2018. He is a Psychiatry resident
physician and an entrepreneur with a start-up project of Al-driven Monitors for mental wellness.
Dr. Goubran is an active member of multiple high 1Q societies. Dr. Goubran’s research empha-
sis is on Heart Rate Variability and Biofeedback technologies. He discusses: family background;
Alexandria; Christ; the influence of mechanical engineering and electrical engineering on intel-
lectual growth; the experience with peers and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent, aca-
demic history; introversion; the “social game” and “methods of networking”’; the purpose of in-
telligence tests, “weaknesses”; common “major fuck ups” in intelligence; “intelligence”; a psy-
chological construct measurable validly and reliably, different ways in which intelligence mani-
fests itself; the “complex” “human brain” as “a labyrinth” of interweaving narratives”; the hu-
man brain, the mind; the common issues of patients; high intelligence; “high emotional regula-
tion”; the “quest to find the formula for peace’; the range of the scores, the greatest geniuses,
Sigmund Freud; Carl Jung; Nicola Tesla; Ahmed Alashwah; a genius from a profoundly intelli-
gent person; some other ways in which to define cognitive inflexibility and cognitive flexibility,
some work experiences and educational certifications, “concise personalized medicine”; the
God concept or gods idea; and religion as a political instrument.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What was family background, e.g., geography, culture, language, and
religion or lack thereof?

Bishoy Goubran, M.D.[1],[2]*: I was born to a traditional Coptic family in Alexandria, Egypt,
father was a mechanical engineer, mother, electrical. Through my adolescence, I was a curious
introvert —captivated by psychology, philosophy, and the human mind. I remember delving with
intense passion into studying various spiritual traditions, Carl Jung, Freud, stoic philosophy, Su-
fism, Buddhism, and Hinduism —at daytime, and at night play soccer in the narrow alleys of
Cairo.

Jacobsen: What was life like in Alexandria?

Goubran: Alexandria is a beautiful city on the Mediterranean Sea. My family moved to Cairo
during my childhood. I loved Alexandria though as I have always loved the sea. I am an Aquar-
ius. I am always nostalgic to the waters.

Jacobsen: You mentioned Coptic Christian, any thoughts on Christ, not the concept but the per-
son?

Goubran: It is difficult to distinguish and divorce the “concept” from “the person” for Christ. I
would say the tale on one level represents enlightenment, the overcoming of the older brain by
higher mental functions, our consciousness evolution.

Jacobsen: How important was the influence of mechanical engineering and electrical engineer-
ing on intellectual growth for you?
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Goubran: I believe It helped shape the way I think by mirroring. I am methodical in my ap-
proach. Engineer-like-thinking is precise and optimizes for efficiency — two merits that I highly
value. Utilization of calculation, facts and measurements is something that I and my team highly
value, which comes later to be the essence of our projects even when it comes to subtle subjec-
tivities like mood, affects.

Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?

Goubran: | remember disliking many aspects of school, despite, I did well academically. I was
an introvert as a child, into my adolescence I started to understand the dynamics of the social
game, developed methods of networking. Still learning.

Jacobsen: How “well academically”?

Goubran: My secondary education was in a British system in an Egyptian school, came out
within the highest 5 scores in Egypt, ended up joining one of the most competitive medical
schools in Egypt. Through Uni I did alright but found studying medicine boring and hectic. Aca-
demics thereafter was during my post-doctoral research fellowship, where I faced another side of
academia. Research and generation of knowledge.

Jacobsen: Has introversion extended from childhood into adolescent and adult professional life
in spite of ‘understanding the dynamics of the social game and networking’?

Goubran: I think so, but I feel it is no longer a trait, rather a predilection. A calibrated prefer-
ence. | am more inclined to have time with myself to think and read.

Jacobsen: How are you “still learning” the “social game” and “methods of networking”?

Goubran: Through a further understanding of the reward center and the limbic system. To mas-
ter any social construct, in my experience, I had to first master its correlation within myself.
Meaning the internal resolution of conflicts and “knowing thyself” is key. In this example, the
further I understand my limbic system the further I understand the macrocosm of that which is
the society, operated and governed by the same mental principles and neurotransmitter-driven-
dynamics.

Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence tests to you?

Goubran: Just like any other standardized testing, it should be primarily to identify levels and
weaknesses, measurement again. The problem with fluid intelligence is that it is very subtle, you
could have a weakness in one skill set that is left unnoticed, but it would impact your perfor-
mance in life overall.

Psychometric tests may help identify those deficiencies, acts somewhat as an “objective” (and I
use that word loosely) method to track and observe the different elements that constitute your in-
telligence and where your major fuck ups are.

We got to also factor in that IQ doesn’t really measure much of practical intelligence (common
sense). Anyways, Standardized IQ tests are reliable and valid. Since I am in the field of psychia-
try, it helps me understand the different ways intelligence presents itself. The human brain is
complex, a labyrinth of interweaving narratives, through understanding the many aspects of my-
self, I can understand my patients way better.

Jacobsen: What kinds of “weaknesses”?
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Goubran: The brain is a predictive algorithm, constantly generating predictions using available
data (extrapolation, seeing patterns) and in pathological terms, these predictions if accompanied
by interpretation and a “story” can create anxiety. The brain also aims to disambiguate elements
of reality, to dig deeper and know the unknowns, so it can make better predictions.

The presence of prediction errors constitutes weaknesses in the way we maneuver reality. Inte-
grating those prediction errors is a part of “learning” and understanding the patterns.

Jacobsen: What are the common “major fuck ups” in intelligence?

Goubran: Cognitive biases and prediction errors.

Jacobsen: What makes “intelligence” a proper psychological construct?
Goubran: The prefrontal cortex.

Jacobsen: What makes a psychological construct measurable validly and reliably?

Goubran: Stats, validity is how well a test measures what it purports to measure, reliability is
how replicable is the results of the test, basically its consistency.

Jacobsen: As a psychiatrist, what are the different ways in which intelligence manifests itself,
“presents itself”?

Goubran: Intelligence presents as novelty; misguided intelligence can lead to problems. As in,
misguided budgeting of the brain resources.

Jacobsen: Why characterize the “complex” “human brain” as “a labyrinth” of interweaving nar-
ratives”?

Goubran: The brain acts as a “sense-making” routine, making sense of internal and external en-
vironments. The brain analyzes the moment, using sensory perceptions, link it with past associa-
tions, trying to predict the best action path or best response, and deciding from what level of the
organism should that response start.

Memories are stories, narratives “internal storytelling” is a phenomenon of the memory and asso-
ciations, memories are shaped up, seasoned and confabulations added and re-presented to the
cognition, the narrator is biased. Thoughts are other versions of stories. Context is narrative.

Jacobsen: With empirical, naturalistic, and operational, comprehension of the human central
nervous system and the social environment in which the human organism remains embedded in-
extricably, what happens to supernaturalistic or metaphysical claims about the human brain, the
mind, even the human psyche?

Goubran: Those claims persist. Depends on one’s ontological model and how they build up
components of their symbolic reality.

Jacobsen: What are the common issues of patients coming to you — before the COVID-19 pan-
demic and after it?

Goubran: Mental illnesses are triggered and/or worsened by stressors, COVID obviously repre-
sented an added stressor to large numbers of people around the globe. It also has disrupted many
of the coping mechanisms, such as Gym, socialization etc.

We saw a spike in depression, anxiety, and exacerbation of other mental illnesses. Partially due
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to disruption of the clinic routines, AA meetings, group therapies etc. We also saw that other fac-
tors hammered the resilience factors of parents, such as online schooling. It is complex because
the causative factors are multiple. We don’t know much. We now use way more tele-psych than
we used to which comes with its pros and cons. We don’t know how this huge mass trauma
would affect the dynamics of psychiatry on the long run.

Jacobsen: When was high intelligence discovered for you?

Goubran: I really do not know how to answer this question. I feel that when I started to intro-
spect and metacognize that’s when I felt that form of self-efficacy. But I’ve always felt that
there is a more refined, concentrated form of intelligence that is very difficult to measure. I main-
tain, that if intelligence does not include simplicity, wisdom, and high emotional regulation then
it’s immensely lacking, I am still on a quest to find the formula for ultimate peace. Now every
value is a spectrum of course so peace is many levels.

Jacobsen: What characterizes “high emotional regulation”?
Goubran: Knowing oneself. Expanding the Self-Concept.
Jacobsen: What sits behind the “quest to find the formula for peace”?

Goubran: Difficulty reconciling internal paradoxes whilst having the insight to see them. Partial
Awakening is a curse, complete awakening is the death of the self, as in, using another neural
network in the brain.

Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data points rather than clusters, typically.

Goubran: 150s — 160s.

Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses in history to you?
Goubran: Freud, Carl Jung, Nicolas Tesla, Ahmed Alashwah.
Jacobsen: To dig deeper, what makes Sigmund Freud a great genius?
Goubran: His confidence and courage.

Jacobsen: What makes Carl Jung a great genius?

Goubran: His introspection.

Jacobsen: What makes Nicola Tesla a great genius?

Goubran: His individuality, creativity, selflessness.

Jacobsen: Who is Ahmed Alashwah, why do you consider him a genius?

Goubran: Firstly, I wanted to say that I added a living person deliberately to break in through
the dogma that “great” geniuses are “historical” and assigned that “label” posthumously and
must be “famous”. Ahmed is a novel thinker, a philosopher, and an entrepreneur. He lectures in
Stanford University on Meditation and Technology. In my opinion, and many of those who know
him, he is a living genius that I believe the world would benefit a lot from understanding his
story and experience. He spent ten years in meditation and introspection and emerged with a
wealth of knowledge about the human mind, psyche, and consciousness. I believe that the
amount of years spent in deep radical introspection gave him unmatched insights into the machi-
nations of the human mind.
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He had a tremendous impact on my life. I am fortunate that we are now collaborators in many
projects. He is the inspiration behind our projects of technology augmented meditation and the
current Al project.

Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a profoundly intelligent person?

Goubran: I would like to make a distinction that in my view, a genius is not a “person”. It is not
an intrinsic attribute. I believe it is a potential, a state, a skill. It is a skill that depends on training
the neural correlate we employ to tackle an endeavor or problem solve. Known geniuses are the
ones able, despite distractions, to sustain that state. They are ones driven by purpose, enthusiasm,
and unrelenting passion.

Genius is achievable under certain circumstances of higher neural connectivity, hence inspira-
tion. Therefore, | have moments of genius (creativity/flexibility) and have moments of cognitive
inflexibility (my definition of Stupidity), it is whenever I take my truths too seriously I become
inflexible and thus unable to exit the fabric of reality. When it comes to intelligence quotient, it
is vastly genetic, but many of its aspects and skills are trainable.

Jacobsen: What are some other ways in which to define cognitive inflexibility and cognitive
flexibility?

Goubran: Cognitive flexibility is the ability to jump between cognitive distances with malleabil-
ity. While inflexibility broadly speaking is, the “rigidity” of thoughts. How many perspectives
one can see of the same situation? Can I look into a problem and see the opportunity? Can I look
into my autobiographical memories and see the narrative from another angle? Can I change how
I feel about past events? Can I see memories as just one version of the truth? Can I let go of my
convictions for the sake of a more nuanced and refined truth?

Jacobsen: What have been some work experiences and educational certifications for you?

Goubran: [ am an MD, doing my residency training in Psychiatry, also a post-Doc Research
Fellow in Behavioral and Cardiovascular medicine. My ambition, and purpose are to change how
psychiatry operates, new forms of therapy and more merging with neuroscience is the way of the
future in a form of concise personalized medicine.

Jacobsen: What is “concise personalized medicine”?

Goubran: I am working with a team on a personalized artificial intelligence-based algorithm
with biosensors, an intelligent agent that would help navigate decisions for us, humans, decreas-
ing errors, increasing productivity, and optimizing for efficiency.

The future of psychiatry is in real-time data acquisition and non-invasive diagnostics with inter-
ventions happening at a much earlier stage than what happens now. The diagnostic process fac-
toring in much more than history and labs. I see huge potential for brain-machine interfaces. Our
team is taking a lead on that and our starting project is building the bio-sensors personalized arti-
ficially intelligent-agent, towards optimizing mental, physical, emotional health, and human per-
formance. Fewer errors, Better investments, better decisions, and thus a better life.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or gods idea and philosophy, theology, and reli-
gion?

Goubran: That’s a huge topic, Mr. Jacobsen, would take us quite a while. For the purpose of
this interview, I choose not to speculate over abstract concepts.
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Jacobsen: In the presentation of “speculate over abstract concepts,” and as abstract can mean
“not having a physical or concrete existence” and only “existing in thought,” and as concept(s)
can mean “something conceived in the mind,” or simply a “thought” or a “notion,” this may im-
ply the mere in-mindness of the gods or God without true actuality. To move past this, any
thoughts on religion as a political instrument?

Goubran: It can be used as an effective political instrument, whether on a macro-social level or
within an individual relationship with himself, the internal psychological politics, which have
tons of conflicting parties.

Knowing those internal subpersonalities, listening to them, those inner parts of us that were
never listened to, or given a chance to talk. The suppressed, the repressed. It’s in personal opin-
ion healthy to have an internal democracy governed by a clear “constitution”, the constitution in
that sense is one’s values clearly articulated.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory; Psychiatry Resident Physician.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 8, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/Goubran-
1; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Anthony Sepulveda (Brown) on Liam Millikan and
Lessons: Member, World Genius Directory (7)

2020-12-08

Anthony Sepulveda scored 174 (S.D.15) on Cosmic and is a member of the World Genius Direc-
tory. He discusses: a recent controversy in the high-1Q communities, some of the interesting
presentations; Liam Millikan; why he left; his reputation; the “encounter”; the scores earned by
him, his reputation now, a “traitor”; forgotten, his reasoning for doing this; other possible co-
inciding reasons for his disillusionment with the community, this isn’t a fake name and profile of
another person, stealing of problems and passing off as their own, the modifications, the imme-
diate community, the communities’ tests; compromised tests, Ivec, Predavec, Dorsey, or the
fourth test creator; roughly even split; the fallout; “kicked” out of the community, the merits of
his “work”; the lessons to be learned; the reasoning provided by Millikan, and the interpreta-
tions of the high-1Q communities; were they “not unjustified”’; the possible “interesting places”;
the potential for exploration, places to read more about this, the silence; and contact with Milli-
kan.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: So, let’s talk about a recent controversy in the high-IQ communities,
such as they disparately are, what is the overview of the Liam Millikan case, which was brought
to personal attention by you?

Anthony Sepulveda (Brown)[1],]2]*: He created a social media page called High Range Tests
Exposed, openly shared the answers to several tests he’d taken and how he arrived at those an-
SWers.

Jacobsen: What were some of the interesting presentations from the page?

Sepulveda (Brown): I was struck by which tests and problems he chose to focus on and why. He
seemed intent on exposing only problems that were flawed or stolen.

Jacobsen: Who is Liam Millikan?

Sepulveda (Brown): A former member of the High [Q Community.

Jacobsen: Why did he leave?

Sepulveda (Brown): He was removed for unethical behavior.

Jacobsen: What was his reputation prior to this incident or series of incidences?

Sepulveda (Brown): I encountered him on social media, but I never saw anything noteworthy
enough to remember anything about him. Aside from that, I can’t say much. From his posts and
the scores he received on the tests he took, he’s clearly an intelligent, insightful individual that
cares more about objective truth than subjective opinions.

Jacobsen: What was the “encounter”?

Sepulveda (Brown): He and I had several mutual contacts from within the community and I
used to be interested in including such people in my virtual social circle. Sadly, we didn’t inter-
act much at all and I didn’t remember I had a way to contact him until after his account was de-
leted.

Jacobsen: What were the scores earned by him?
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Sepulveda (Brown): Many of the test answers he shared are believed to correlate to an 1Q in the
upper 170’s.

Jacobsen: What is his reputation now?

Sepulveda (Brown): By many, if not most community members he’s considered a traitor best
forgotten.

Jacobsen: Why a “traitor”?

Sepulveda (Brown): He betrayed the trust of the community. The only difference between those
who are and are not members is the ability to arrive at answers to difficult questions on your
own. If people were to cheat their way in, then membership would completely pointless.

Jacobsen: Why “best forgotten”?

Sepulveda (Brown): Just a personal assumption based on how little I’ve heard of the incident
since.

Jacobsen: What was his reasoning for doing this?

Sepulveda: (Brown): It seems that he’d become disillusioned of the community. In his posts,
he’d share either the answers he’d submitted on a specific test and the resulting score from them
or he’d focus on one specific problem and reveal its flaws. On several occasions, he provided ev-
idence that certain problems had been stolen from earlier tests and slightly modified by other test
designers.

Jacobsen: What are other possible coinciding reasons for his disillusionment with the commu-
nity?

Sepulveda (Brown): I imagine he went through a similar process that I went through when I first
joined Mensa. Initially, I was very excited to meet verified peers that I could have interesting
conversations with. When I arrived to the hall hosting our next monthly meeting, I was disap-
pointed to find that I was the youngest person there by roughly 20 years and the conversations
were mostly limited to people arguing and quoting famous intellectuals.

Jacobsen: How do we know this isn’t a fake name and profile of another person?

Sepulveda (Brown): If you’re interested in submitting answers to an HRT, you have to defi-
nitely prove your identity by providing photos of yourself, your passport and ID. It seems pretty
unlikely that he’d forge such documents to join a High IQ Society, but I suppose it’s not impossi-
ble.

Sidenote — he did use an alias on the HRT’s Exposed page called Kana Kana.

Jacobsen: What does this stealing of problems and passing off as their own mean for test design-
ers in the independent psychometrician community?

Sepulveda (Brown): I wish it was frowned upon more than it is, but with a certain amount of
modification it’s almost impossible to be certain of any wrongdoing.

Jacobsen: How were these modified, generally speaking?

Sepulveda (Brown): The examples he provided were spatial problems stolen from Robert Lato.
In these cases, one could simply alter any superfluous parts of the design to create something that
looks unique.
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Jacobsen: What was the immediate community reaction?

Sepulveda (Brown): I was initially notified of the issue by Jason Betts, who was frantically try-
ing to get enough people to report the High Range Tests Exposed page and have it pulled from
social media. Most went through with his request immediately. But I was curious and decided to
join the page and got to look at his work for a few minutes before everything was deleted.

Jacobsen: What is the result on the communities’ tests that were compromised or the test con-
structors who had tests compromised?

Sepulveda (Brown): It doesn’t seem like anything has changed since then.
Jacobsen: What tests did he compromise?

Sepulveda (Brown): 12 tests total (sadly, I don’t remember all of them) designed by James
Dorsey, Ivan Ivec, Mislav Predavec and, I believe, one other who I’m not familiar with.

Jacobsen: Any commentary from Ivec, Predavec, Dorsey, or the fourth?

Sepulveda (Brown): Only intense anger at Liam for compromising their work and at me for re-
specting his decision.

Jacobsen: Was it 3 per person or unequally split?

Sepulveda (Brown): It was nearly equal.

Jacobsen: What has been the fallout or reaction as the dust has settled?

Sepulveda (Brown): Not much, surprisingly. Now that the answers have been deleted, it seems
that the test designers have elected to keep the tests as they were, Liam was kicked out of the
community and life seems to be proceeding as usual. Which is why I mentioned it to you. I feel
that his actions were taken too personal too soon and judgment passed too swiftly. The merits of
his work would have been obvious to anyone that took an impartial look at it. Which can only
lead to better tests if we had learned from it.

Jacobsen: How was he “kicked” out of the community?

Sepulveda (Brown): His name was removed from most listings and he is no longer allowed ad-
mission into any group within the community or allowed to take tests from most designers.

Jacobsen: What were the merits of his “work™?

Sepulveda (Brown): Despite the rude and unethical nature with which he acted, he never said
anything that I didn’t completely agree with. The community finds itself in such poor condition
because a few within it are unwilling to accept criticism or consider the possibility that they’re
wrong. They’ve mislead it into a place of stagnation.

Jacobsen: What do you consider the lessons to be learned?

Sepulveda (Brown): We need to be more humble and accept the fact that we all make mistakes.
We can be dead certain of something and still get it all wrong.

Jacobsen: What is your own opinion on this matter and the reasoning provided by Millikan, and
the interpretations of the high-IQ communities?

Sepulveda (Brown): I personally believe that, while his actions were unethical, they were not
unjustified. Simply put, if the tests are flawed, then the results from them are invalid and they
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hold no value. If the tests are invalid, then there’s no real harm in sharing the answers. It’s a
shame that no one else took the time to judge his work for themselves because we might have
lead to some very interesting places.

Jacobsen: Why were they “not unjustified”?

Sepulveda (Brown): Perhaps ‘unjustified’ isn’t as good a word as inexcusable. We all make
mistakes and I am no exception.

Jacobsen: What were the possible “interesting places™?

Sepulveda (Brown): One major issue I have with HRT’s is that they aren’t peer reviewed. All
too often they are designed, published and scored by the same person and the overall quality of
the problems varies widely because of it. If we were to honestly question and objectively exam-
ine the tests we use for admission by a dedicated group of experienced individuals, I’d be very
interested to see what makes it through.

Jacobsen: Would the potential for the exploration of the possible “interesting places” outweigh
the risks?

Sepulveda (Brown): Definitely.
Jacobsen: Where can others read more about this?

Sepulveda (Brown): I don’t believe they can at the moment. The community’s been quiet on the
subject since while I’ve been trying to get in contact with Liam myself. But he’s deleted his so-
cial media accounts and no one’s been willing to share his contact info with me.

Jacobsen: Why the silence of wind in outer space on the matter?

Sepulveda (Brown): I don’t know. We can only grow as a community by confronting these situ-
ations directly and fairly. Perhaps it’s just too painful a process for others to pursue.

Jacobsen: Why pursue contact with Millikan?

Sepulveda (Brown): I have several questions for him. And if he’s interested, I’d like to collabo-
rate with him.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 8, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sepul-
veda-7; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-is-
sues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Norwegians of the High-Range Discussion with Erik Haereid, Eivind
Olsen, and Tor Arne Jorgensen: Statistician & Actuarial Scientist; Chair,
Mensa Norway; 2019 Genius of the Year — Europe, World Genius
Directory (2)

2020-12-15

Erik Haereid is an Actuarial Scientist and Statistician. Eivind Olsen is the Chair of Mensa Nor-
way. Tor Arne Jorgensen is the 2019 Genius of the Year — Europe. They discuss: some common
sentiments in Mensa Norway or commentary around Mensa International on the first point of
“the positive social club aspects”; the common sentiments about the “harsh social environ-
ment”; two divergent trends in Mensa International and in the high-range communities with the
high-range communities exhibiting many of the same symptoms, the FB-forum and social media
in general for these various communities, edge the trends more towards mutual respect, individ-
uals within the high-1Q and high-range communities, the catastrophes of WWII; motivation for
its existence changed over time; more than a social club; and serious and more fun outgrowths
of Mensa Norway.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Some have commented on the positive social club aspects of Mensa
International for them. Others have commented on the harsh nature of the social environment for
them. What are some common sentiments in Mensa Norway or commentary around Mensa Inter-
national on the first point of “the positive social club aspects”?

Erik Haereid[1]*: [ am not active in Mensa, but my impression is “that very intelligent people
meet peers”; meeting people that think and talk like themselves, and that’s rewarding. Some,
maybe a lot of people with 1Qs over 130 feel different compared to the general population.
Mensa provides an environment where it’s ok asking odd or complex questions about anything.
At least concerning most issues.

Meeting Mensans from abroad enriches Mensans in every country; meeting other cultures and
maybe pinpoint some common features independent of nations.

Eivind Olsen|3],[4]: Several members have said it felt like they “found a home.” For some
members, the social aspect is important. Others are happy enough just to get the membership
magazine.

Jacobsen: What about the common sentiments about the “harsh social environment”?

Haereid: Free speech is not free speech. It’s quite obvious that some are more liked and popular
than others. There’s some discrimination and racism inside Mensa. It’s to some degree about
likes and who you want to discuss with, and not what is discussed. It’s about how you comment
depending on the other person; who is who. That infects the environment, unfortunately. Talking
bad about persons behind their backs, building friendship through establishing social hierarchies,
defining some as more worth than others. This is, to me surprisingly, a part of Mensa, as in the
general population. It should be banned in a community like Mensa. Mensans should solve con-
flicts, not create them. Mensans should reflect on their emotions and expressions, not only live
unconsciously with them.

Olsen: There are several different Facebook groups, each with its own “community standards”
and environment. When you have a high number of people interacting, you’re bound to have
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people with incompatible personalities. There’s always someone going on about their “freedumb
of speech” being violated when it’s suggested that perhaps their comments are missing the mark.
Most manage to get along just fine.

Jacobsen: What seems to explain these two divergent trends in Mensa International and in the
high-range communities with the high-range communities exhibiting many of the same symp-
toms?

Haereid: Personal or emotional insecurity. Need for power (over oneself) and identification with
one’s high IQ. Differences among individuals seem to be a plus in general if you accept yourself
as different. People who show others that they are different or unique, and are substantially
proud of it, are often charming and accepted as different. We are all different in many ways, and
everyone wants to be themselves among others, removing the masks and just be without all the
restraints. If people clap and stay when the fat lady sings, without being ironic, she has hit some
need in the audience that is important for everyone.

Tor Arne Jorgensen[2]*: As | have given a blank reply on the two previous questions by rea-
sons of not being a former nor a current member of Mensa Norway. I find myself curious about
this and the two previous questions, and the respective answers that will then appear in the com-
ments from both Erik and Eivind as this is more their expertise.

Olsen: That’s a good question, which I don’t really have a good answer for. Perhaps Mensa and
the other high-IQ communities cater to different needs, for different personality types. As ob-
served from the outside, I get the impression that for at least some of the high-IQ communities it
seems to be more about competition and prestige, with the personal goal to become a member of
as many communities as possible. “Gotta catch em all!” If it’s more about joining an organiza-
tion for the social aspect, it often makes more sense to join one with members in your region.

Jacobsen: Is some of this made worse with the FB-forum and social media in general for these
various communities?

Haereid: Yes. Social media has the tendency to remove personal responsibility and feelings of
empathy and sympathy towards each other; it makes us into hollow objects, and potentially into
the worst part of ourselves. A precondition for a functional society is mutual respect.

Jorgensen: I believe it’s important to embrace the diversity of personalities, opinions, and back-
grounds, following the tenet of “live and let live.” See the others as individuals too. They can
still be good people even if they’re not your identical twins.

With regards to the FB-forum/social media and the «harsh social environment», no I have not
personaly felt this in any way, of course, there is some healthy competition between the members
within the high-range community, but not something that can be characterized on the basis on the
question topic.

Olsen: Some of the aggressive and nasty behavior comes from people that are really nice per-
sons in real life. Perhaps it’s too easy to dehumanize your “opponent” when you’re in the middle
of a “battle of keyboards.” The information flow on Facebook also means that whatever someone
posted a few hours ago might be drowning in the feed, which also encourages quick remarks
over longer, deeper answers.

Jacobsen: What might edge the trends more towards mutual respect and away from occasional
disrespect producing pockets of a “harsh social environment”?
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Haereid: Avoid talking behind each other’s backs; avoid building mistrust and planting lies
about each other to gain power oneself. To be open-minded. Avoid ignoring those you don’t like;
to let everyone get a voice, and respect and listen to it. To discuss topics instead of bragging
about oneself.

When you don’t like a person, use your intelligence asking why instead of following your emo-
tions without asking. Every time the answer is replaced by another emotion, continue asking.

Jorgensen: Through cross-disciplinary collaboration, where a unified goal is based on commu-
nity understanding and respect, will by that enable us all to cement the basis for a strong founda-
tion where bridgebuilding and innovation can take place for the common good.

Olsen: I believe it’s important to embrace the diversity of personalities, opinions, and back-
grounds, following the tenet of “live and let live”. See the others as individuals too. They can
still be good people even if they’re not your identical twins.

Jacobsen: What inspires individuals within the high-IQ and high-range communities to make
full use of talents and temperaments within the general cognitive profile for themselves?

Haereid: By evolving more acceptance, safety, and mutual respect inside the communities. To
dare to speak outside these walls, one has to feel certain about one’s abilities. This could be like
a family. If this is the case, that the environment confirms you and your abilities, you will dare to
express your thoughts and ideas outside this environment.

Jorgensen: [ have made my own test site; toriqtests.com, this is a test site where individuals can
try out my high range tests for no cost. This was an idea I felt I needed to explore by using my
inherent creative abilities, and the utilization thereof based on the entertainment value of the
principle. I have now made twelve high range test, had between 250-300 attempts on these tests.
Also when I won the World Genius award back in 2019, I saw the need to promote the commu-
nity out to the general public, I have now reached out to 50 000+ readers and listeners with my
articles in newspaper and radio features.

The basis for this is due to my natural curiosity and exploratory being. The discovery of my tal-
ent as to intellectual abilities, just gave me the boost I needed to pursue my dream of an even
more understanding world where the gifted can have their rightful recognition of the opportuni-
ties they have provided the world with.

Olsen: I’d say that varies greatly, probably based on a combination of personality and what your
situation is. Some are “nerds” (I use that as a positive word), being able to focus on areas they’re
interested in, whereas others need encouragement.

Jacobsen: Mensa International was founded after the catastrophes of WWIIL. Why?

Haereid: Because of the cruelties; someone wanted to gather the most intelligent minds on the
globe to solve war-related problems, included racism, fascism, fundamentalism...

Some thought that solving peace-war-related problems should be addressed to the intellectual,
cognitive side of humans and not the emotional one.

Jorgensen: Mensa International was started by the following merits of acting as a conflict pre-
vention measure, with the clear intention of avoiding futher worldwide conflict, which had al-
most managed to overthrow the pillars of the structural world community during the second
world war. The idea was that these highly intellectual member staff would then act as advisory
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reference contacts for the leading authorities of the English state at that time, thus inspired by its
own core value with reference to the basis for the foundation of Mensa International.

Olsen: I guess most of you have heard the story about how Roland Berrill and Lancelot Ware
met on a train, and during a conversation they decided they should start a “high IQ club”, a
think-tank meant to give advice to governments and ensuring that we’ll not have a WWIIL. Now,
I can’t guarantee that the story is accurate. We do seem to be doing fine at preventing WWIII
though, since it hasn’t happened yet &

Jacobsen: How has this motivation for its existence changed over time?

Haereid: It seems that it focuses on the social club aspect, i.e. making very intelligent people
feel at home somewhere, and finding the right tools to measure intelligence. MI claims “to iden-
tify and foster human intelligence for the benefit of humanity”, as it is written in one of their
three stated purposes today. But what, how, when, and where?

I think there is a lot of potential inside Mensa, but that the connection with the general popula-
tion is slim. You have to be heard. You have to connect to the real world. And you have to un-
derstand what is important and possible to do something with, and not. As very intelligent you
should know that moving mountains is a question of time and methods, and not if it’s possible or
not.

It’s a difficult task, because some parts of science have decided that humans are absolute and un-
changeable evil or brutal and that it’s impossible to do something with our aggressive sides. If
you choose to believe in that, you are an idiot if you use your time to promote peace. Then you
focus on meeting peers in a social environment, drink your coffee and beer, watch the sunrise
and sunset and cross your fingers for the best.

It seems that there are some issues that humans won’t touch, and one of them is human aggres-
sion. It’s within the “war and love”-realm; outside any law. Maybe this is the case, that even the
smartest men and women on the planet can’t deal with these issues. It’s easier to play board
games and brag about your 1Q.

As long as “being someone” and “creating a safe environment” apparently are opposites, it
seems impossible to avoid wars and severe conflicts. The day we internalize that the value of
sharing is higher than not sharing, we will evolve beyond the limit of pathologic egoism. To
reach this level, we have to experience it as more valuable; we have to trust in it. We can’t re-
move “What’s in it for me?”, but we can hopefully make “What’s in it for me?”” compatible with
everyone else’s.

Jorgensen: This question is best answered by Erik and Eivind, who are both active members
themselves of Mensa Norway. What I have as a non-member of Mensa Norway is then best re-
plied solely based on what is written on the official Mensa Norway’s homepage, where the fol-
lowing fact is pointed out about the possibility of active gatherings where one can share thoughts
and ideas, also where events with subsequent excursions are possible to do as a type of «social
happening.

So to the point of «motivation for its existence», the possibility of an ideological continuation of
the lifelong origin, then the undersigned is believed based on the facts that emerge, hereby stated
as a clear reply of no for me, by reasons as to the fundamental basic principle of renouncing its
ordinary proclamation in its entirety. Transferable into allowed the organization to be guided on

Some Smart People: Views and Lives 8
© In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.




28

a siding by referred social events, thus subsequently not stick to the program’s origins, has by
that allowed itself to fallen away as to both origin and credibility.

Olsen: [ wasn’t even born in 1946, and I didn’t become a member until almost 70 years later, so
my understanding here could be wrong. Due to our apolitical stance, we’re not meddling in poli-
tics. I do have the impression that the topic of gifted children has gained more focus in the last
few decades.

Jacobsen: Liljeqvist aims to have Mensa International evolve, as he has claimed, into something
more than a social club with proclaimed successes in this manner. How has this vision expanded
to Mensa Norway? How has this, if at all, expanded into the high-range communities too — or
originated independently in the high-range environments too?

Haereid: I like to read that there is a vision, and hope the leaders both in Mensa International
and Norway will take their responsibility to the next level. The opportunities are there, for sure.
And it’s is the leader’s job to motivate, establish goals and find ways to achieve them.

Jorgensen: Based on its most fundamental function regards to evolving intentionality with the
desire for optimal growth through the means of uniformity, the implicative has not been «opti-
maly within the incorporative societies. Here it has only achieved its validity to influence for the
purpose of measuring the basic intentions by and for its inadvertence due to its past to present
result only. As to the future, only time will tell if this will be any successful path or not to follow.

Olsen: For some of our members we’ll always primarily be a social club, but we do remind our
members that we also have goals that are for the benefit of society. We have a “gifted children
program”, where we try to improve the knowledge about gifted children/youth. We have an an-
nual award where we give acknowledgment to a person or organization that has done something
good related to our external goals. And we’re in the process of setting up a research foundation,
intended to provide funding for projects related to intelligence.

Jacobsen: Mensa International is enormous comprising more than enough members to perform
plural functions based on international status and operational capacities, as well as unprece-
dented and by far unmatched membership size. What can be these serious and more fun out-
growths of Mensa Norway now, and the high-range communities for that matter?

Haereid: The potential is huge, and people have to be led. Intelligent ones too. If you have an
army you have the basics, but an army can make both peace and war. Humans can manage to do
the very best and most intelligent kind of good work and can destroy what seems undestroyable.
We are strange creatures. We have to understand who we are and how we are built to build the
society that we need and want and that is fruitful for everyone.

I think that if you can gather the brightest minds into one task, establishing the optimal motiva-
tion, gaining the right harmonic effect from every individual, it’s barely no limit. One way is to
view humans as leaders of nature; we can choose if we want to be egocentric leaders amplifying
our own value by exploiting nature and see other species as inferior to us, or we can be modern
leaders that take responsibility for our “employees”; being aware of that the leaders job is to
make the employees do their best and not making them feel like slaves.

Jorgensen: My personal hope for the future is to be able to provoke a possible coexistence of
these functional movements towards its current existential uniform outlook. This is understood
as a universal common understanding of one’s own future-oriented search for unsolved tasks,
which must be met by all the world’s foremost intellectuals in a united front by reasons alone as
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to preserve the unintended future outcome.

Olsen: That depends largely on our volunteers. Having a higher number of members doesn’t
guarantee that you have the volunteers for a project. An example I’ve used before is related to
Mensa Norway’s annual gatherings. They are mainly organized by our regional chapters, and
even the smaller chapters can pull that off if they have a handful of people willing to put some
time and effort into it.

I believe we can always do more regarding to gifted children/youth. And we have initiated some
research-related activities; one which we hope to go public with very soon, and one which is in
the earlier stages of planning.

As for the social aspect, we try to increase the membership numbers overall, but also put an ef-
fort into having tests done in locations where we want to help build a critical mass. Even though
many activities and social interactions can be done online, it’s not a complete substitute for hav-
ing members nearby. An online dinner or pub crawl just isn’t the same as meeting local members
face to face.

Appendix I: Footnotes

[1] Erik Haereid has been a member of Mensa since 2013, and is among the top scorers on
several of the most credible IQ-tests in the unstandardized HRT-environment. He is listed in
the World Genius Directory. He is also a member of several other high 1Q Societies.

Erik, born in 1963, grew up in Oslo, Norway, in a middle class home at Grefsen nearby the for-
est, and started early running and cross country skiing. After finishing schools he studied math-
ematics, statistics and actuarial science at the University of Oslo. One of his first glimpses of
math-skills appeared after he got a perfect score as the only student on a five hour math exam in
high school.

He did his military duty in His Majesty The King’s Guard (Drilltroppen)).

Impatient as he is, he couldn’t sit still and only studying, so among many things he worked as a
freelance journalist in a small news agency. In that period, he did some environmental volunteer-
1ism with Norges Naturvernforbund (Norwegian Society for the Conservation of Nature),
where he was an activist, freelance journalist and arranged ‘Sykkeldagen 1 Oslo’ twice (1989 and
1990) as well as environmental issues lectures. He also wrote some crime short stories in A-Ma-
gasinet (Aftenposten (one of the main newspapers in Norway), the same paper where he earned
his runner up (second place) in a nationwide writing contest in 1985. He also wrote several arti-
cles in different newspapers, magazines and so on in the 1980s and early 1990s.

He earned an M.Sc. degree in Statistics and Actuarial Sciences in 1991, and worked as an actu-
ary novice/actuary from 1987 to 1995 in several Norwegian Insurance companies. He was the
Academic Director (1998-2000) of insurance at the BI Norwegian Business School (1998-
2000), Manager (1997-1998) of business insurance, life insurance, and pensions and formerly
Actuary (1996-1997) at Nordea in Oslo Area, Norway, a self-employed Actuary Consultant
(1996-1997), an Insurance Broker (1995-1996) at Assurance Centeret, Actuary (1991-1995)

at Alfa Livsforsikring, novice Actuary (1987-1990) at UNI Forsikring.

In 1989 he worked in a project in Dallas with a Texas computer company for a month incorpo-
rating a Norwegian pension product into a data system. Erik is specialized in life insurance
and pensions, both private and business insurances. From 1991 to 1995 he was a main part of
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developing new life insurance saving products adapted to bank business (Sparebanken NOR),
and he developed the mathematics behind the premiums and premium reserves.

He has industry experience in accounting, insurance, and insurance as a broker. He writes in
his 1Q-blog the online newspaper Nettavisen. He has personal interests among other things in
history, philosophy and social psychology.

In 1995, he moved to Aalborg in Denmark because of a Danish girl he met. He worked as an
insurance broker for one year, and took advantage of this experience later when he developed his
own consultant company.

In Aalborg, he taught himself some programming (Visual Basic), and developed an insurance
calculation software program which he sold to a Norwegian Insurance Company. After moving
to Oslo with his girlfriend, he was hired as consultant by the same company to a project that
lasted one year.

After this, he became the Manager of business insurance in the insurance company Norske Liv.
At that time he had developed and nurtured his idea of establishing an actuarial consulting com-
pany, and he did this after some years on a full-time basis with his actuarial colleague. In the be-
ginning, the company was small. He had to gain money, and worked for almost two years as an

Academic Director of insurance at the BI Norwegian Business School.

Then the consultant company started to grow, and he quitted BI and used his full time in NIA
(Nordic Insurance Administration). This was in 1998/99, and he has been there since.

NIA provides actuarial consulting services within the pension and life insurance area, especially
towards the business market. They was one of the leading actuarial consulting companies in Nor-
way through many years when Defined Benefit Pension Plans were on its peak and companies
needed evaluations and calculations concerning their pension schemes and accountings. With the
less complex, and cheaper, Defined Contribution Pension Plans entering Norway the last 10-15
years, the need of actuaries is less concerning business pension schemes.

Erik’s book from 2011, Benektelse og Verdighet, contains some thoughts about our superficial,
often discriminating societies, where the virtue seems to be egocentrism without thoughts about
the whole. Empathy is lacking, and existential division into “us” and “them” is a mental chal-
lenge with major consequences. One of the obstacles is when people with power — mind, scien-
tific, money, political, popularity — defend this kind of mind as “necessary” and “survival of the
fittest” without understanding that such thoughts make the democracies much more volatile and
threatened. When people do not understand the genesis of extreme violence like school killings,
suicide or sociopathy, asking “how can this happen?” repeatedly, one can wonder how smart
man really is. The responsibility is not limited to let’s say the parents. The responsibility is eve-
ryone’s. The day we can survive, mentally, being honest about our lives and existence, we will
take huge leaps into the future of mankind.

[2] Eivind Olsen is the current chair of Mensa Norway. He has scored “135 or higher” (SD15) on
the test used by Mensa Norway. He has also previously been tested with WISC-R and Raven’s.
He recently took the MOCA test and aced it. When he’s not busy herding cats, he works in IT.
He sometimes spends time with family and friends.

Eivind Olsen is a member of Mensa Norway since 2014, having filled various roles since then
(chair of Mensa Bergen regional group, national test coordinator, deputy board member, and now
chair).
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He was born in Bergen, Norway, in 1976, but has lived in a few other places in Norway, includ-
ing military service in the far north of the country.

Since he got bored at school and didn’t have any real idea what he wanted to do, he took voca-
tional school where he studied electronics repair. He has worked in a different field ever since
(IT operations).

He is currently residing in Bergen, Norway, with his significant other, 2+2 offspring, 2 cats and a
turtle.

[3] Tor Arne Jorgensen is a member of 50+ high IQ societies, including World Genius Directory,
NOUS High IQ Society, 6N High 1Q Society just to name a few. He has several IQ scores above
160+ sd15 among high range tests like Gift/Gene Verbal, Gift/Gene Numerical of Iakovos Kou-
kas and Lexiq of Soulios.

Tor Arne was also in 2019, nominated for the World Genius Directory 2019 Genius of the Year
— Europe. He is the only Norwegian to ever have achieved this honor. He has also been a contrib-
utor to the Genius Journal Logicon, in addition to being the creater of torigtests.com, where he is
the designer of now eleven HR-tests of both verbal/numerical varient.

His further interests are related to intelligence, creativity, education developing regarding gifted
students. Tor Arne has an bachelor's degree in history and a degree in Practical education, he
works as a teacher within the following subjects: History, Religion, and Social Studies.

[4] Individual Publication Date: December 15, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/norway-
2; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Gareth Rees on Family Facts, Home Environment,
Genius, and the World’s Problems: Member, Canadian High IQ
Society (1)

2020-12-22

Gareth Rees is a Member of the Canadian High 1Q Society. He discusses. important familial his-
torical facts; extended senses of a self; the parents’ form of childrearing, some pivotal moments;
high-range tests; giftedness, the important aspects of giftedness, some odd jobs, the levels of ed-
ucation attained; recent independent intellectual pursuits; the smartest people in the world; and

the world’s problems needing solving.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s start off on the regular informational set-ups for these kinds of
interviews, where the narrative structure comes from the background information of the individ-
ual interviewee. What are important familial historical facts about you?

Gareth Rees[1],[2]*: Offhand I have nothing important to mention, just out of the ordinary. I
was adopted from San Pedro Sula, Honduras, and was raised in an upper-middle class environ-
ment, the bulk of which was done in Canada. I have no information about my biological parents.
My (deceased) father was British and my mother is Canadian. My non-biological father did qual-
ify for Mensa, but that’s just a coincidence.

Jacobsen: How have these extended senses of a self informed some personal identity formation
for you?

Rees: They have not as I consider myself ground zero, or a historical reset if you will.

Jacobsen: How did these form some threads for the parents’ form of childrearing and the home
environment for you?

Rees: [ was spoiled and babied growing up. I believe this is normal for adopted children. I al-
ways had access to resources and was provided with most things I asked for. This fit well with
my general resistance to stress and want for playtime.

Jacobsen: What have been some pivotal moments in early life — childhood and adolescence — in
intellectual formation and coming to terms with giftedness?

Rees: I was never identified as gifted. I’'m not optimized for the academic environment, at least
in the way it’s conventionally set up. I was scholastically tested and came out average because of
learning issues at school which led to diagnoses. I have never even taken a proctored 1Q test. I do
prefer it this way. I have more autonomy; this results in more free will if one believes in such a
concept.

Jacobsen: What is the purpose of the taking high-range tests and taking part in some of the high-
IQ community?

Rees: I have an interest in genius/intelligence. That is specifically genius in the context of useful
research and not IQ classification at/above some arbitrary set number. Interest in intelligence led
to IQ whereby I fell into trying to measure my own. Useful reasons are best laid out by Paul
Cooijmans in his reasons to take tests. I refer to him because of his mature and objective outlook,
that is namely insight into strengths and weaknesses of my profile.
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Other reasons include something called “need for cognition”, and dopamine chasing. It’s some-
thing to occupy the mind and reward one with good feeling. I also wanted entrance into the Glia
Society. Membership was finally acquired on Christmas day in 2016.

Jacobsen: How has giftedness been a burden in life? How has giftedness been a blessing for
you?

Rees: I can’t say it has, or rather I’m not gifted enough for there to be a noticeable impact in my
life. Conversely, my answer remains similar in that [ haven’t really profited, whether monetarily
or non-monetarily. If I can attain my needs and desires, then naturally there’s no identification of
burdens or blessings. I grew up in a mostly stable household and have maintained employment,
so there’s no hole I have had to dig myself out of.

If I ever achieve something noteworthy, then my answer will change. I have interests and my
open problem of choice, so it remains to be executed.

Jacobsen: What are some of the important aspects of giftedness not talked about enough in cul-
tures?

Rees: I think a lack of support if there is such a thing is worse than any aspects not talked about.
I don’t have a good answer for this as I personally don’t consider it a problem. Labeling one as
gifted usually generates expectations. Expectations can be a burden especially if they aren’t
one’s own. Depending on the person, guidance and freedom are the most important aspects nec-
essary for keeping that gifted person mentally healthy. It can also be beneficial to have a mentor.

Jacobsen: What have been some odd jobs for you?

Rees: | haven’t had any odd jobs, but I’ve done factory work which is boring, modeling which
was awkward, to my current job which is related to software and a much better fit for my profile.

Jacobsen: What have been the levels of education attained for you?
Rees: College Diploma — 2 Years post secondary equivalent.

I studied Network Engineering, but it’s closer to network configuration as I don’t engineer hard-
ware or software. Marketing sure is a cheesy business.

Jacobsen: Have you taken some time for recent independent intellectual pursuits?

Rees: I have, my current interest is in understanding intelligence from its metaform if it has one,
or requires one, to full conversion into written theory, then algorithms and eventually pro-
grammed general Al. I’m in the early stages right now and that includes being self-funded to
gathering the necessary information-based resources.

Jacobsen: Who do you consider some of the smartest people in the world, in history or at pre-
sent?

Rees: The smartest people in my opinion are those solving (or have solved) or at least are trying
to solve the hardest problems such as Edward Witten (theoretical physicist), Grigori Perelman
(formerly a professional Mathematician) Paul Cooijmans (in possession of a mountain of data in
regard to IQ), Chris Langan (very strong generalist) and all those in their respective fields.

It’s way easier to name past people of influence such as Archimedes, Newton, Einstein, Goethe,
Tesla, da Vinci, Jung, Freud, Socrates, Aristotle, Galileo and many more...

Jacobsen: What do you see as some of the world’s problems needing solving now?
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Rees: People lack understanding and the capacity to have it, especially in (heat of) the moment,
of other people and themselves, hence why some arguments/feelings form or escalate. This miss-
ing piece transcends incompatibility or human chemistry. It’s simply a missing step in the direc-
tion of enlightenment. This lack of meta-awareness and meta-understanding can be augmented
with Al as a coprocessor for real-time experience. It’s an issue where knowing isn’t enough and
the doing isn’t easy. Ayahuasca’s effects are another form of solution to this problem, but it’s not
safe for everyone to ingest and it’s already banned in most countries. It also is not an active solu-
tion but more of an event that leads to an impression on one’s life.

Another problem is wealth inequality, in which the only solution that I can see would be to get so
wealthy as to freely (re)distribute wealth wherever and whenever required. This is, however,
controversial for several reasons and it’s also unrealistic, but it’s the easiest solution given the
current rules and setup people choose to accept.

Population control is another issue as the world advances further and further in both technology
and employment opportunities.

Lack of androids (applied general Al) to solve loneliness and love related issues. This is a better
alternative than altering chemicals with drugs of choice, and I suppose virtual reality is a decent
stopgap for the time being. There is a lot of missing progress from the GAI to the actual engi-
neering required to even make an android walk like a human. It will be a while before this is
even a reality.

These to me are the biggest problems in need of solutions as soon as possible.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Canadian High IQ Society.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http:/www.in-sightjournal.com/rees-1;
Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.

Some Smart People: Views and Lives 8
© In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.



http://www.in-sightjournal.com/rees-1
https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/

35

Conversation with Glenn Alden on Youth, Intelligence Tests, Genius,
and Personal Views: Member, Mensa International (1)

2020-12-22

Glenn Alden is a Member of Mensa International from Norway. He discusses: growing up; an
extended self; the family background; the experience with peers and schoolmates, the purpose of
intelligence tests; high intelligence; the geniuses of the past; the greatest geniuses in history, a
genius from a profoundly intelligent person,; some work experiences, the idea of the gifted; so-
cial and political views, the God concept or gods idea; science; some of the tests taken, the
range of the scores; and ethical philosophy.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were growing up, what were some of the prominent family
stories being told over time?

Glenn Alden [1],[2]*: Both my father and mother are born and brought up nearby the sea. They
made a living by farming and fishing. These were hard times during and after world war 2. They
had to participate in the work from an early age.

Jacobsen: Have these stories helped provide a sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?

Alden: Without a doubt, this has affected my view of where I come from. I'm proud of my an-
cestry.

Jacobsen: What was the family background, e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?

Alden: Neither of my parents had any formal education. Total religious freedom.
Jacobsen: How were the experiences with peers and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?

Alden: In early childhood, I was active and social. During my youth, I became somewhat more
withdrawn.

Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence tests to you?
Alden: Just for fun. Has been a hobby lately.
Jacobsen: When was high intelligence discovered for you?

Alden: It was probably in the twenties. 1Q testing caught my interest and I did well. Took a
Mensa test in 1999 and became an approved member of Mensa international. That was when I
first became aware of aberrant intelligence.

Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which the geniuses of the past have either been
mocked, vilified, and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered, platformed, and revered,
what seems like the reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment of geniuses? Many alive
today seem camera shy — many, not all.

Alden: FEAR. We are herd animals. If someone comes up with ideas that threaten the known
truth. That will immediately initiate fear processes among the majority within the groups. Fear
leads to anger and then the ball is rolling.

Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses in history to you?
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Alden: Nikola Tesla.

Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a profoundly intelligent person?

Alden: Level of creativity. Level of your ability to think outside the box.

Jacobsen: What have been some work experiences and educational certifications for you?

Alden: Have been working in the oil business since 1990. Have worked my way up from Roust-
abolt on deck to Senior Toolpusher. In 2016 I was laid off for a period of 1.5 years. Then I got
the opportunity to work as a manager on asylum reception for young asylum seekers 15 — 18
years of age. This was an extreme change in my life situation. When looking back, it was an edu-
cation for life. I became much more tolerant on a deeper level. It could be tough at times, but this
really gave me the opportunity to evolve as a human being.

Jacobsen: What are some of the more important aspects of the idea of the gifted and geniuses?
Those myths that pervade the cultures of the world. What are those myths? What truths dispel
them?

Alden: Those are the arrows. A myth might be that they are boring nerds. Elon Musk is a good
example of the opposite.

Jacobsen: What are some social and political views for you? Why hold them?

Alden: I don’t have any fixed political standpoint. On the other hand, it’s easy to recognize that
there is a need for political change in all camps. If | have to point out one element, it would be
the freedom of speech. This is one of the most important tools to maintain democracy.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or gods idea and philosophy, theology, and reli-
gion?

Alden: Do not believe in anything you hear. This might set you free. As long as we are locked
inside beliefs of religions, we will never be able to see the truth. God is hidden inside the truth.
Most religions emphasize love, but rules with fear. I am confident on one thing. Use your brain
and your heart, and seek within. Then you will find the truth.

Jacobsen: How much does science play into the worldview for you?
Alden: Mind and matter. Can one exist without the other? Are we co-creators of the universes?
Science is from my point of view our first attempt at liberation from religion.

Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests taken and scores earned (with standard deviations)
for you?

Alden: Have taken a lot of tests during the last 20 years. Most spatial and verbal High Range
tests. Scores have deviated between IQ 150 — 182 SD 15.

Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data points rather than clusters, typically.

Alden: Unable to take these results seriously. I think most tests are too subjective. You need to
be familiar with the test creators’ mindset to score higher (This is of course also a kind of intelli-
gence).

Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
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Alden: Do more of what makes you happy.

If you treat yourself with love, you will have the best base to accommodate all the “good” val-
ues.

To force ethics in our seeking for goodness will only lead to falsehood.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Mensa International.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/alden-1;
Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Anja Jaenicke on Classic Psycho Thrillers, Twilight
Reality, Sophia, and Spontaneity: German Actor & Poet (5)

2020-12-22

Anja Jaenicke is a German Poet and Actor. She discusses: Classic psycho thrillers; fellow hu-
man beings; Werner Herzog and Klaus Kinski; “religious fanaticism”; the interplay between a
twilight reality of the mother and daughter; the next advancement in science, the next advance-
ment in the arts, and spontaneous creation.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Classic psycho thrillers tend towards the dark end of film. Why where
you drawn to this particular with the reflection in the works of “Das Spiegelbild des Seins”?

Anja Jaenicke[1],[2]*: The novel “Das Spiegelbild des Seins” which I wrote years ago, is based
on a real story. After researching this and similar cases I was fascinated with the logical conse-
quences of ill will, failure, self reproach, displacement and megalomania, leading to the terror of
fatality.

Jacobsen: Why maintain such optimism of fellow human beings in the sense of “as long as there
is humanity there will be art”?

Jaenicke: Who says that it is optimism? Art is not a fixed constant of good or evil, it is fluid ex-
pression. Wherever humanity goes, art will follow.

Jacobsen: With Pen Gwyn as having a “human face inside of him” as characterizing his human
nature, in Werner, how does this reflect the honouring of Werner Herzog and Klaus Kinski?

Jaenicke: I have no clue, maybe you ask Werner Herzog? But don’t we all have a bit of a curi-
ous penguin inside ourselves?

Jacobsen: Is “religious fanaticism” a less of a “twilight reality” in some sense and more of real-
ity while portrayed as a twilight reality through “Das Spiegelbild des Seins™?

Jaenicke: The book is fiction and carries metaphors. But of course, it lies in the core of any sys-
tem of belief to be not knowledge but to leave room for interpretations, which on the downside
can attract people with mental impairment and the tendency for fanatic definitions of given con-
tent.

Jacobsen: How is the interplay between a twilight reality of the mother and daughter, Sophia

through to the “schizophrenic abyss” of Sophia? How is the film storyline developing a trajec-
tory from an imaginary reality into a collapsed reality, complete chaos? It would seem hard to

pull off.

Jaenicke: The dramaturgy of the story is the play with perspectives. As I mentioned earlier, the
film is based on a novel and the book is self-explanatory. I hope there will be an English version
soon.

Jacobsen: What do you consider the next advancement in science?

Jaenicke: In the history of scientific advancements the best achievements have been made when
humans were under attack or at war. Well, we are under attack of a virus right now. That is why I
think the next advancement will be a medical one.

Jacobsen: What do you consider the next advancement in the arts?
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Jaenicke: As I said before, art is fluid, not linear. There is no after and before kind of art. Art is
the conscious expression of the collective mind.

Jacobsen: How do you take those times of spontaneous creation and channel them into a very
focused and systematic” approach?

Jaenicke: The answer lies in the eyes of the beholder and is a secret of the artist.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] German Poet and Actress; CEO, HIQ-MEDIA-POOL INC.; Member, Poetic Genius Society.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/jae-
nicke-5; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-is-
sues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Anthony Sepulveda (Brown) on An Affair,
Psychological Dynamics, and Ethical Considerations: Member, World
Genius Directory (8)

2020-12-22

Anthony Sepulveda (Brown) is a Member of the World Genius Directory. He discusses: an af-
fair; the narrative leading into this affair; the individual considerations; the interpersonal psy-
chological dynamics, the ethical considerations; open to discuss this particular subject matter;
and ethical system.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: You were engaged in an affair, recently. Why?
Anthony Sepulveda (Brown)[1],[2]*: Simply put, [ was in love.
Jacobsen: What is the narrative leading into this affair?

Sepulveda (Brown): Initially, Tango (who I first mentioned in part 2 of this interview) and I
were coworkers. We knew each other for several years and became very close. But she was in a
relationship and soon married, so we were strictly platonic. Unfortunately for her, their marriage
wasn’t a healthy one. He was jealous, possessive and insecure, often treating her more like a se-
curity blanket than a partner. It was so bad that he forbade her from associating with any other
man at all and she suffered greatly trying to hold everything together. At one point, he found out
about me and sent a plethora if threatening messages before removing her phone privileges. But
in the beginning of this year (2020), after a couple years apart, she found me on a social media I
didn’t even remember making and got in touch. Shortly thereafter, we rendezvoused by her fa-
vorite body of water one evening and spent hours catching up as I held her as close as possible.

Then things really sped up — we messaged each other all day, every day and met up as often as
we could. As our affair progressed, she expressed a desire to get back into modeling, which I en-
couraged. I soon became her personal security during the photo shoots and we’d go on little road
trips on those rare occasions she could get away from her husband.

After several months, we reached a point where she needed to make a decision. After the last
photo shoot I attended, she expressed how she’d feel a certain guilt for the rest of her life if she
didn’t give him one last chance to change. As a loving wife, she felt that it was her duty to try
marriage counseling. I didn’t believe he was capable of being who she wanted him to be, but I
understood her motivation and respected her decision. All I asked of her was to be strong enough
to accept the truth if he didn’t show improvement and one last kiss.

We didn’t speak much over the next couple months. But I was confident that at some point in the
future, we’d be together again. I was wrong.

One evening, she told me she was pregnant. It wasn’t mine. And it wasn’t her husband’s.

Apparently, she’d been in contact with the photographer we met on our last trip while I had been
waiting for her. I was shocked and quite upset by this, naturally. But I was still dedicated to find-
ing a solution that would satisfy as many of us as possible. Which became very difficult once she
informed me that her husband was aware of her state. I worked out all the options available to
her, but only found one that didn’t put everyone at risk — she needed to get an abortion. Telling
her to go through with it was the single hardest thing I’ve ever done. Made all the worse because
I couldn’t do anything to help her during that time. At least the photographer was there for her,
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which I’m grateful for.

She told her husband that she’d had a miscarriage and I gave her time to get herself through it. It
was all she was willing to accept from me. Shortly afterwards, they were divorced. It was then
that she called me for the last time, crying because after signing the papers, after all she’d been
through trying to hold everything together for years, he said he was glad to finally be rid of her.

Words cannot express how badly I wanted to hold her. To assure her that no matter what, I’ll al-
ways be there for her. Even if that meant stepping aside and giving her a chance at happiness
with another man. I just didn’t want to lose her. She was my best friend.

But she became distant, reading my messages but not responding. And I was scared by what that
could mean for our future. Life didn’t feel like it would be worth living without her in it.

In our last conversation, she opened up about the details of her life at the time. Her husband was
begging for her to come back. But while she was tempted to do so, she was more dedicated to the
photographer. So dedicated, in fact, that she felt that associating with me at all would be unfair to
him. And so my best friend, the one person I was completely open with, the only person I con-
tacted when I was afraid I had cancer threw me away for a man she’d known for less than two
months. A man she didn’t even know and who didn’t really know her. A man who hadn’t even
known she was married for most of their relationship.

It felt as though I’d been struck in the chest by a cannon.
I’ve been trying to move on ever since.
Jacobsen: What are the individual considerations in this regard?

Sepulveda (Brown): First and foremost, the safety of her and her child. Her husband had always
been irrational and nothing was worth putting either of them at risk.

Jacobsen: What is the interpersonal psychological dynamics at play between the parties?

Sepulveda (Brown): She needed a healthy, supportive relationship that fulfilled her and helped
her achieve her goals. As for me, I got my best friend back and felt like I finally had a chance at
being happy.

Jacobsen: What are the ethical considerations too?

Sepulveda (Brown): The only factors we needed to consider were personal and spiritual. These

were easy enough for me to accept because I wasn’t the married or religious one. She was ini-
tially hesitant, but agreed that she deserves better than what she had.

Jacobsen: Why be so open to discuss this particular subject matter?

Sepulveda (Brown): Several reasons. Firstly, at the beginning of this interview you asked me to
share any important or impactful stories from my life. This one definitely qualifies and I’m not
ashamed of my actions and see no reason to hide them. I also believe that this could lead to some
important discussion on morality, relationships, mental health and recovery that could potentially
be of service to anyone reading.

And sharing the story with the world feels like a way to let it go and get some sense of closure.

Jacobsen: What ethical system makes most sense of this formulation of (common) human af-
fairs?
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Sepulveda (Brown): Moral relativism.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sepul-
veda-8; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-is-
sues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Associate Professor Svein Olav Glesaaen Nyberg on
Early Life, Intelligence, Genius, the Titan Test, Science, and Max
Stirner: Associate Professor, Engineering Sciences, University of
Agder (1)

2020-12-22

Svein Olav Glesaaen Nyberg is a Member of the World Genius Directory. He discusses: grow-
ing up, an extended self; the family background; experience with peers and schoolmates; the
purpose of intelligence tests,; high intelligence, the geniuses of the past, the greatest geniuses in
history, a genius from a profoundly intelligent person; some work experiences and educational
certifications, the more important aspects of the idea of the gifted and geniuses, some social and
political views, the God concept or gods idea, science,; some of the tests taken and scores earned
(with standard deviations),; and ethical philosophy.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were growing up, what were some of the prominent family
stories being told over time?

Svein Olav Glesaaen Nyberg[1],[2]*: The storyteller in my family was my maternal grandfa-
ther. He came from a humble background, the son of a country tailor. He couldn’t afford an edu-
cation, but one of the rich farmers in the area had faith in him and extended him a loan. I think it
was 500 Norwegian kroner per year. He trusted him to do well and pay him back, which he did.
One of his often told stories was that he travelled to agricultural college by bike, roughly 300km
on dirt roads. One of hos often told stories was about how he had once lost his wallet with 500
kroner in Oslo, and an honest soul had found it and returned it to him. A story about how honesty
matters to someone. He did of course complete his degree, and with the second best grades ever
given there. After that, he had a very successful career as a forester, and managed to extend the
area he controlled 10-fold during his reign. From humble beginnings to the mightiest man in the
area. But I never got the impression that the power went to his head, though he really appreciated
the recognition of what he had achieved. His other very often told story was when he was once in
the woods with the lumberjacks. They had made coffee, and one of them poured him a cup, and
some sugar. Lacking a spoon, the lumberjack promptly put his thumb in and started stirring.
(Rough and tough crowd!) But as he stirred, he grew thoughtful, so my grandfather said it was
probably well stirred by now. The lumberjack was quick-witted and replied that “Oh no, I am
just trying to enlarge the cup for the forester!” What I read into this story is both how he despite
his position still viewed himself as “one of the guys”, but yet could not help taking pride in how
others recognized him as someone deserving of a bigger cup. A bit of sadness and pride at the
same time. That it meant a lot to him, was also shown in that he repeatedly tried to get this story
published in the readers’ section of Norwegian Readers’ Digest. Well, granddad, if you are still
watching over us, now it’s published!

Jacobsen: Have these stories helped provide a sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?

Nyberg: Both yes and no. There are of course other stories, but growing up, my grandfather was
who I was most like. He was amazingly bright, and people often said that we looked very much
alike. And yes, of course I took the comparison as a compliment! My paternal grandfather was
also a bright guy, and wanted an education. But he had no sponsor, and became a carpenter and
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farmer. He was the sweetest guy! And then there’s of course my father, who went on his adven-
tures, and actually ended up studying at the same college as my maternal grandfather. So for a
while, I really thought it was my destiny after I had finished my degree to start teaching at that
college. But what it has shown me in any case, is the value of education. It is free in Norway
now, but my grandparents’ example tells me not to take it for granted. And also that the aca-
demic snobbishness against “lower” professions that you sometimes see is about as much worth
as the fart wind it’s travelling on. I hold people who do their profession well in high regard, and
“high” and “low” is just a pissing game.

Jacobsen: What was the family background, e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?

Nyberg: Norwegians are generally laid back when it comes to religion, and the areas where my
parents come from (Hedmark and Trondelag) perhaps even more so. These areas were also tradi-
tionally known for moonshine liquor. My mother is quite spiritually interested, whereas my fa-
ther’s interests are more practical. He comes from a long line of hunters, though, and is a hunter
himself, so he is a kind of “mystic of the forest” without ever calling himself such. The farm he
grew up on is called Kvelloa, a name we are told stems from the epic battle of Stiklestad in 1030,
where Saint Olaf, the Christener of Norway was slain; Olaf was said to have slept over at the site
of that farm, a place with an excellent view of the next day’s battlefield.

Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?

Nyberg: My family moved around a lot, so I was “the new guy” for most of my childhood. So I
was an outsider who didn’t quite fit in. Plus, I was a bit strange, with my sciencey stuff and
strange ideas.

Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence tests to you?

Nyberg: The tests themselves? I think they can be of help for people who need validation. A
friend of mine was considered less gifted than average, as he had a string speech impediment.
His family took him to be tested, and he got a score of 160. He bloomed after that, with much
newly gained self-confidence. That gives purpose to such tests!

Jacobsen: When was high intelligence discovered for you?

Nyberg: It was, but wasn’t when I was in 4" grade. There was an assessment given to all of us,
and I got 94/100. The next down on the list was 80 points, but one guy got 96. He confided that
he had cheated and had his aunt do the test for him so he could get a good score. But the strange
thing is that this really didn’t register with me. I thought “oh well, this other guy got a good score
too, and none of us got a 100”. But then, whenever there was a challenge, I excelled. Like Ru-
bik’s Cube, which I solved before anyone else I knew. That is, as in understanding the cube well
enough to devise an algorithm for solving it. This was in 8" grade, before someone had pub-
lished “the solution”. Of course, I was a bit of a bastard about it, solving everyone’s cubes for
them. After the book came out, many could solve it without understanding it. But that meant
some fun ... for if you randomly assemble cube pieces, only 1 in 12 cubes are solvable. So I
twisted a corner here and there. I know ... not very nice! I guess I had a need to prove myself
back then. I was the outsider with little self confidence, and I was crafting my niche, and perhaps
in not such a nice way in the initial years. But somehow nobody admired me for my arrogance.

Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which the geniuses of the past have either been
mocked, vilified, and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered, platformed, and revered,
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what seems like the reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment of geniuses? Many alive
today seem camera shy — many, not all.

Nyberg: Good question, and I wish I actually knew. But I notice people are touchy about three
things: their intelligence, their singing voice, and their looks. It is tied in with self esteem. The
existence of extremes in either of these fields energizes people’s reactions. It is so easy to either
try to compete (and lose, and thereby hate), or to try to lean in and try to somehow transfer some
of that vitality from the person of the desired characteristic. Well, these are my amateur musings;
I am no psychologist.

Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses in history to you?

Nyberg: [ have always been fascinated by John von Neumann. Most people are satisfied with
doing well in a single field. Perhaps some go on to do well in two. A few excel in one field, and
the extremes excel in two. Von Neumann didn’t just excel, but founded or was part of founding
an entire four different fields. My favourite anecdote about him is when this colleague of his was
showing off his bright and promising PhD student, and von Neumann recreates the last two years
of said student’s work in his head in a mere 5 minutes.

Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a profoundly intelligent person?

Nyberg: Air. I remember reading Antony Flew’s controversial work There is a God, and saw
that he had been accused of not authoring the arguments, but leaving it to his co-author, Varese.
However, if you actually read the book, and pay attention to Varese’s own sections, you will no-
tice that he is a reasonably bright fellow who would win many arguments online. A decent de-
bater. But he doesn’t fIy! His arguments look like something out of Minecraft; square, blocky,
inelegant, with no air. Or if he had been playing Go, he’d be the guy obsessed with building long
walls all the time. Flew, on the other hand, elegantly places his pieces a good distance apart, not
touching. He knows that if it comes to it, he can tighten and ensnare between his pieces, just like
a good Go player. Or back to Varese’s architecture, Flew doesn’t build blocky buildings in
Minecraft, but elven-like cathedrals with lots of air.

So that is how I see the difference. In aesthetic terms, in terms of how they fee/ when you listen t
them. Those who really stand apart have a lightness and air to their touch that lesser minds don’t.
For the mathematically interested, Terence Tao is a great example. The way he explains things,
you never would have guessed that he was actually explaining something difficult. From his pen,
things flow, with lightness, air, and grace.

Jacobsen: What have been some work experiences and educational certifications for you?

Nyberg: A PhD in math. It was never planned, but just happened. After that, a post-doc at the
university of Edinburgh, and then I just went to the dark side for a few years as a software con-
sultant at Computas, the company that sponsored Magnus Carlsen in his childhood years, btw.
Now I work at Agder University, a smalltown university at the Norwegian south tip, teaching
statistics from my own textbook to engineering students.

Jacobsen: What are some of the more important aspects of the idea of the gifted and geniuses?
Those myths that pervade the cultures of the world. What are those myths? What truths dispel
them?

Nyberg: The most dangerous myth is that the gifted will always survive. No, they won’t. Gifted
people need nurturing just as much as do those who do not. Just because a gifted person often
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gets by on less, doesn’t mean they thrive on less. Put your prize race horse in closed confines
with few challenges or opportunities to move for years, and enter it into a race. A normal horse
who has had every opportunity will fare better! Why waste your prize horses like that?

Jacobsen: What are some social and political views for you? Why hold them?

Nyberg: My basic leanings are strongly libertarian. Simply because I believe in responsibility
for your own life. But I do also have a strong social democratic core. That is: it seems that many
freemarketeers sort of “side” with the employer side in conflicts. And there are conflicts. So I
side with the sentiment but perhaps not the strategies of trade unionists. A working-class libertar-
ian, perhaps. But it has all got to do with taking responsibility for you own life and being able to
be in charge of it.

From old times, workers might have had the character and inclination to do something with their
lives, but scant opportunity. My grandfathers are testament to this. And there is also the story of
my great-great grandfather up my male line: he lived on a rented farm, paying part of his produce
to the farmer who owned it, as his rent. However, he wanted independence, and worked hard so
he could save up. But when he presented the money to buy his leased land off his landlord, this
same landlord responded by evicting him with 24 hrs notice. My great-grandfather was prepared
for this, however, and had a contingency plan for buying some other land. So he moved his
house there overnight. (!) A small house by today’s standards, perhaps, but a damn feat anyway!

But the point is: that kind of precaution should not be necessary. A society in which economic
power gives life power over another person is not a good libertarian society. It’s not a society
which encourages taking charge of your own life.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or gods idea and philosophy, theology, and reli-
gion?

Nyberg: You could almost make an entire interview just on that topic! I have been all over the
place. When I was just a kid, the first book I read on my own was a children’s Bible. So I de-
cided I wanted to be a priest, and wondered about the nature of the soul. (Mine is light green, and
resides in my right shoulder, according to 5-year old me, btw.) But then I learned about Hell, and
I grew to ... well, is hate a string enough word ... I grew to hate the entire religious circus. Hell
is such an abominable idea! And in my student years, I was the atheistest atheist you could run
into. Any belief was a superstition, and even ethics was just spooks’ play to me. I was a big
champion of the Hegelian Max Stirner at that time. An anti-ethicist.

However, I have wrestled with my own demons, so to speak, and have concluded that there is
most probably some kind of God. I found some resonance in Flew’s book, mentioned above, for
my reason for this. He had two basic arguments, one about the statistics of the origin of life
(which I don’t buy), and one about the very concept-like, mathematical nature of the universe.

There is a paper, The unreasonable effectiveness of mathematics in the natural sciences, which
could serve as a starting point. Why should mathematics be able to describe reality so well? Why
do so many things act alike, and be alike? We like to think that concepts are abstractons we have
made from our observed realities, and there is much truth to that. But what then when reality it-
self behaves so much as if was printed out of concepts like cookie shapes? What does a concept-
like understanding of reality entail? To me, it points to a view where the concepts (or “concepts”,
since they are not our own created concepts) are in some way primary. A sort of Platonism if you
wish. But by calling them concepts, I am also pointing to the kind of entity having concepts, a
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mind. A universal mind.

Now, is this a “proof of God” I just presented? No. And I believe Immanuel Kant (there is an-
other brilliant mind!) showed quite well that such proofs are impossible. But we can make argu-
ments that God is a likely explanation, and then as with many such things, it is up to each person
which arguments sway them.

Jacobsen: How much does science play into the worldview for you?

Nyberg: Things have to be what they are, don’t they? Science studies what things are. So how
can science not play a major part. That does, however, not mean subscribing to scientism. But I
guess my above reply about God already told you that.

Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests taken and scores earned (with standard deviations)
for you?

Nyberg: None. I have never paid anyone to assess me, but [ have enjoyed doing a few tests, and
have looked at what kind of score I could get. My first massive one was the Titan test, which I
did in the 90ies, when it was published in Omni. However, grading and paying for grading was a
bitch, so I did nothing with it. However, I came across the answers online about ... was it 10
years ago. [ still had my answers from back then, and got 23/24 on the math-spatial test, which I
already knew. But the answer to the last question (that had stumped me) almost got me hitting
my own forehead for not seeing it. Duh! Of course. The linguistic part went less well. 12/24. But
not too bad in my own eyes, at least.

Well, I actually have paid someone to assess me, some to think of it. I had just done a test in
“The IQ book”, and got a near-perfect score (*), earning me an 1Q of 155-160. (Perfect
score=160). So I mentioned this to a psychologist I was seeing at the time. Could it really be so
that I had an IQ as high as 160? I left his office a bit elated, for he responded “Ha ha, no! 160
is my score. From our talks, I would assess your IQ to be at roughly 180!”

But that’s it. Anecdotal scores. I never seem to score below 155 on any test, and people some-
how seem to think I’m in a higher range than that, and that is really why I’'m being interviewed
here, because others believe I have a reasonably high 1Q.

Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes some sense, even the most workable sense to you?

Nyberg: As I said above, I had my longest period as a Stirnerian anti-ethicist, but though I retain
a strong respect and admiration for Stirner, the anti-ethicism has worn off. So what if ethics can’t
be built on “reason alone” or on similar crumbly bulwarks? Just be nice to people!

That is, act as if you care about them (and actually do care a little bit about them), and ask what
is in their best interests. Make a balance towards your own interests, and that of others too, and
act on that. No fixed formula, but the kind of balancing you do between friends. We manage that
balance without a formula. A trial and error approach where you check for the results for your-
self, for those you care about, and for the entire dynamics of how your kindnesses affect others.

Though ... being kind doesn’t mean doing everything for those you love, for that stunts their
growth and ability to take charge of their own lives, so by all means, sometimes the kindest gift
you can give a friend is a kick in the butt!

Of course, these are all nice words to put up on a wall, so in practice the best thing to do is to
look at people who have got their lives and their acts together, and seek their advice. Grandpa
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ethics, in my case. I have the best grandpas!
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Associate Professor, Engineering Sciences, University of Agder.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/nyberg-
1; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Olav Hoel Dgrum on Early Life, Intelligence, Genius,
WAIS-III, and Optimistic Nihilism: Former Ombudsman, Mensa
Norway (1)

2020-12-22

Olav Hoel Dorum was the Ombudsman for Mensa Norway. He discusses: growing up, an ex-
tended self; the family background; the purpose of intelligence tests, high intelligence; the geni-
uses of the past; the greatest geniuses in history, a genius from a profoundly intelligent person;
some work experiences and educational certifications, the more important aspects of the idea of
the gifted and geniuses; some social and political views; the God concept or gods idea; science;
the tests taken and scores earned (with standard deviations); the range of the scores, ethical phi-
losophy.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were growing up, what were some of the prominent family
stories being told over time?

Olav Hoel Derum [1],[2]*: There have been many highly skilled and intelligent people on my
father’s side. My uncle was a widely endorsed expert in cardiology and my grandfather was a
highly skilled doctor, but not any prominent figures in the way you probably think of.

Jacobsen: Have these stores helped provide a sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?

Derum: It was motivating knowing that I came from a resourceful family. I think I pro-
jected that into myself since I’ve always had problems concentrating. A warm pat on the back
saying “you can do this”.

Jacobsen: What was the family background, e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?

Derum: A pretty ordinary country family. Nothing that stands out to me. Not religious in any
way. A calm, down to earth and analytical approach to life and the world around.

Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?

Derum: It was hard to connect at a deeper level. I wasn’t particularly popular but not unpopular
either. I’ve been described as an intelligent and somewhat eccentric person with an absurd sense
of humour. My social skills weren’t so good back then, so I was often puzzled by the way things
turned out. But nothing bad in any way. I often feel different, but always accepted and well-
liked.

Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence tests to you?

Derum: I’ve always had a traditional view on psychological tests — intelligence tests included.
Besides being an invaluable clinical tool, it can start the process of making yourself more confi-
dent and improve your quality of life. If you have skills, you are generally speaking better off
cultivating them. If you fall into the normal range, you know that — so if you feel a bit off you
can start looking somewhere else for answers instead of falling into arrogance thinking you are
better than others. If you score noticeably below average you can work on finding new ways of
learning things, ask for help and forgive yourself for failing to reach an ambitious goal. Ac-
ceptance and inner peace is a good reason to take an intelligence test. Although most people
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wouldn’t benefit from taking a psychological test of any sort. It’s too easy to set counterproduc-
tive goals and expectations. Most people seem to have a reasonable idea of what they are capable
of and are perfectly fine with who they are.

Jacobsen: When was high intelligence discovered for you?

Dorum: The confirmation was when I was 20 when I took the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale
—III, as a part of a medical screening process. My parents had always thought I was highly intel-
ligent, but ain’t that typical.

Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which the geniuses of the past have either been
mocked, vilified, and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered, platformed, and revered,
what seems like the reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment of geniuses? Many alive
today seem camera shy — many, not all.

Derum: Lack of cultural sophistication is one reason. Historically speaking, it wasn’t until quite
recently, I’d say the last 10-15 years, we developed a healthy tolerance for people with mental
handicaps, eccentric personalities, sexual orientation or just about anything that made you differ-
ent. The other reason is that intelligence is power. You can be poorly equipped in almost any
other domain, but you will have a hard time finding someone who without much hesitation or
objection says that he or she is less intelligent. It’s as if everybody, at some level — even if it’s
purely emotional, knows what modern research uses to validate 1.Q. tests — that intelligence cor-
relates highly with social and economic success. Nobody wants to be limited that way, so mak-
ing fun of someone more intelligent than you could be a way to react. The third reason could be
that the heroes of progress, from a common man’s perspective, were more closely linked to mili-
tary talents, entrepreneurship or political power, so geniuses with little interest in success
weren’t acknowledged for their role. A fourth reason is that the personality trait “openness to ex-
perience”, intellectual curiosity, has a moderate to high correlation with I.Q. It is not unreasona-
ble to assume genuines held views, moral perspectives or lived a lifestyle not accepted at that
time. The story of the lonely and mocked genius sells better than those who were well adapted.

Maybe the most intelligent person was a highly decorated and commonly loved general, who
knows.

Jacobsen: Who seems like the greatest geniuses in history to you?

Deorum: Friedrich Nietzsche and Carl Gustav Jung comes to mind. Both had tremendous insight
in human nature and were able to condensate that into philosophical and psychological publica-
tions. There are so many layers of abstractions such as religion, politics, personal feelings and
experiences and historical elements that to get to the core of behavior the way they did is more
difficult that most understand. This is a natural segue to your next question.

Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a profoundly intelligent person?

Doerum: A genius discovers, a profoundly intelligent person navigates. Both possess a high level
of abstract and analytical skills, but a genius can detach themselves from existing ways of seeing
things a profoundly intelligent person cannot. A genius doesn’t need to be the smartest person in
the room, far from it. As long as the profoundly intelligent person stays within pre-existing
frameworks — that person might never come to the point where he or she is able to introduce a
groundbreaking discovery and turn that into an invention. Undoubtful valuable contributions, but
it’s also likely to be a continuation rather than a whole new platform in which others can stand
on — like Einstein’s introduction of spacetime. If you’re “only” a profoundly intelligent person,
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you’ll only get so far before a genius has to give you a new ladder to climb on.
Jacobsen: What have been some work experiences and educational certifications for you?

Derum: I have many unsuccessful attempts finishing higher education in social science and
computer science. For many years I worked as an archivist in various government agencies. [ got
a job in a small tech firm a few years ago where I’'m working on technical projects, custom sup-
port and programming.

Jacobsen: What are some of the more important aspects of the idea of the gifted and geniuses?
Those myths that pervade the cultures of the world. What are those myths? What truths dispel
them?

Derum: Gifted people are not uncommon, they make up between five to around two percent of
the population — depending on how pragmatic you approach the question. Typically one or two
in every class. Gifted are people with above average resources. They usually do well in a wide
range of academic areas, due to the g-factor. Gifted people get better results, but they don’t have
a particularly set of skills different from the average person. Geniuses and true creativity is ex-
tremely rare. We all know people who did extremely well but are otherwise normal in every way.
How many do we know that have produced something revolutionizing? It’s not hard to find
highly intelligent people who think in very different ways and come up with new ways of doing
things. More is achieved by studying the work that has been done and to familiarize yourself
with the current theory and previous research rather than creating something new. Don’t be the
fork where the tips point in different directions. Just because you are unique, doesn’t mean you
are useful.

The biggest myth is perhaps that achievements are done in a vacuum. We all have a picture of
the lonely and misunderstood genius that finally has thought something out. Progress requires
extremely high levels of conscientiousness and both technical and financial resources. The
achievement is yours, but you depend on a giant apparatus and high level of academic discipline
and cooperation.

Jacobsen: What are some social and political views for you? Why hold them?

Dorum: The Scandinavian model, combined with our down to earth culture, seems to produce a
society with a reasonable balance between capitalism and social programs. The social mobility in
Scandinavia is one of the highest in the world. Meaning that if your income is much less linked
to your parents income, in both ways — so it’s easier to climb the socio economic ladder if you
are poor and easier to fall if you come from a rich family. The more environmentally equally it
gets, a progressively bigger part of what produces indifferences are caused by real world differ-
ences between people and proportionally less about your family’s background — while providing
basic care for those with limited resources. It seems to me like that is a good way to get a politi-
cally stable and socially just society.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or gods idea and philosophy, theology, and reli-
gion?

Derum: Nietzsche said “He who has a why can bear almost any how”, meaning that those who
have found a deeper meaning can endure almost any way of living. Religious values are more
robust than political ideologies, including nationalism. Religion is the only thought system where
the reward is granted after your death. You can of course be praised by having a fountain, road or
middle school named after you, but not rewarded in a religious context. It’s easier to come to
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peace with a difficult life, instead of seeing your life as a one-shot chance that can be mediocre at
best — or maybe thoroughly tragic, if this life is a preparation for the afterlife. It’s not until the
last century or so that the average life isn’t absolutely brutal.

Jacobsen: How much does science play into the worldview for you?

Derum: One of my favourite people is the Swedish doctor and statistician Hans Rosling.

Rosling passed away in 2017, but provided us with an invaluable understanding of the world by
visualization of massive data sets from all over the world. He was the founder of the Gapminder
Foundation. His user-friendly presentation of data shows us a world in progress and continuous
improvement. Science, through systematic information gathering, testing and confirmation, can
blatantly destroy your political, religious and philosophical beliefs. But it also sets you free.
Maybe you’re not worse off than most people, maybe you’re not oppressed or suffer from lack of
what you think is privileges, maybe you have about as much chance of being happy and fulfilled
as those you compare yourself to.

Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests taken and scores earned (with standard deviations)
for you?

Deorum: Due to Tourettes Syndrome and what they now call developmental disorder within the
Autism spectrum, previously referred to as Asperger’s syndrome, professional test scores are
much more unreliable due to variations in executive functions and working memory. I am per-
fectly comfortable being open about it. The first time I took an .Q. test I got 128 on WAIS-IIIL.
131 on FRT-A when I joined Mensa back in 2006. Ten years later I hit the ceiling on Ravens
Standard Progressive Matrices Plus with 145 >, 99.9 percentile mark. I got 140 on WASI-II in
2016 as a part of medical screening.

Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data points rather than clusters, typically.

Derum: I haven’t taken many high-range tests, but I’ve taken a few with a word for being relia-
ble and valid. This includes those developed by universities but do not have status of being offi-
cial 1.Q.-tests. I typically fall between 131 and 145+. Not much different from the supervised
ones.

Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes some sense, even the most workable sense to you?

Derum: Since I don’t hold any religious views, I believe that the only principles and meaning
that matters are the ones we decide on — which is close to optimistic nihilism. But people also
need a clear direction, so more traditional conservative values such as a strive to find a deeper
meaning in life combined with dedication through grinding and goal-oriented behaviour, seems
to produce healthier individuals than those who go through their life in a whimsical way. I’'m a
deep fan of Immanuel Kant’s Formulation of Universal Law: “requires that the maxims be cho-
sen as though they should hold as universal laws of nature®. Each snowflake would not plead
guilty of causing the avalanche. The only reasonable responsibility we can demand from others
is to act in such a way that the world becomes just incrementally better.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Former Ombudsman, Mensa Norway.

[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/dorum-
1; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Charles Peden on the Glia Society, Scott Adams,
Rick Rosner, Jamie Loftus, James Woods, The Amazing Randi, and
Paul Cooijmans: Member, Glia Society (3)

2020-12-22

Charles Peden is a Member of the Glia Society. He discusses. high-1Q societies have a religious
feel; other forms of periodic reinforcement for the Glia Society; the interests in the high-1Q;
Scott Adams; Rick Rosner,; Jamie Loftus, James Woods, The Amazing Randi; contemporary
measurements of intelligence, the original pursuit in some of the non-mainstream tests, Paul
Cooijmans, the specific contributions to Thoth, intelligence,; high-range,; and some of the ‘de-
mons’ of this ostracism in life.

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Do you think high-IQ societies have a religious feel to them, a sensi-
bility?

Charles Peden|[1],[2]*: There is a line from the song “Strange Phenomena” by Kate Bush that
goes: ‘G’ arrives, funny, had a feeling He was on His way.

The idea and the hope of ‘G’ can seem ambiguous between the religious idea of ‘G’ (God) and
general intelligence. Both ideas of ‘G’ seem ethereal and wise. So, in a way, high 1.Q. societies
can readily be thought of as having a potential parallel focus to religions.

High 1.Q. societies are composed of acolytes of intelligence. Intelligence may just be something
that exists because we want it to exist. We each play a tiny part in creating it, but it emerges as a
discrete phenomena. In this way high 1.Q. societies have a religious feel to them. Think what you
want about God, but a religion with many followers gives their God an actual emergent agency
in the universe.

Jacobsen: What are other forms of periodic reinforcement for the Glia Society?

Peden: There is the GliaWebNews, the Journal Thoth, and topical interactions between mem-
bers. There is also the discovery of what other members are doing. I sometimes discover mem-
bers answering questions on Quora.com or doing things on YouTube. There is this serendipity of
“Look, it’s one of us!” That is a form of tribal reinforcement.

Jacobsen: Why are the interests in the high-1Q part interspersed throughout the world and seem-
ingly random?

Peden: I believe there is a lot of controversy surrounding 1.Q. so it does not surprise me to see
pockets of interest. I think the greatest controversy about 1.Q. tests has to do with homicidal eu-
genics and the fear of ostracism for the ones we love and ourselves if they don’t meet the criteria.
So I think the interests in the high I.Q. part depends on the cultural acceptance and understanding
of the meaning of scores.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Scott Adams?

Peden: I think Scott Adams is the creator of the Dilbert cartoon, a member of Mensa, and has a
degree in engineering. I believe that he is a Trump supporter and the most recent notorious thing
I’ve seen about him is that he married a hot, younger wife.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Rick Rosner?

Some Smart People: Views and Lives 8
© In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.




55

Peden: I found Rick fascinating because his high school experience was so different from mine.
He wanted to stay, and I wanted to get out. He enjoyed high school and I hated it. He was good
at high school, and I was terrible at it. I could not comprehend that someone loved high school as
much as Rick Rosner.

Lately, Rick has a show on YouTube with Lance Richlin. Rick and Lance are respectively liberal
and conservative frenemies that exasperate each other by talking about politics. The thing I find
interesting about the show is that even though Rick has an 1.Q. that is extraordinary, he comes
across as a bit nerdy but not particularly alien. I notice that when he is in an extemporaneous
conversation his extreme [.Q. is not obvious. However, he really shines when he gets on a topic
in which he has thought deeply about. So one has to be careful about writing someone’s intelli-
gence off wholesale. There can be islands of deep thought and insight that are beyond one’s
comprehension.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Jamie Loftus?

Peden: I first saw Jamie Loftus on a now-defunct YouTube channel called Super Deluxe. She
and another character named Jeffery did a hilarious exploration of fringe health treatments. Their
show was called Upgraded and was done with some great jump-cut editing. She is a comedian in
the early stages of her career and does lots of experimental stuff. It’s hit and miss, but so was
Monty Python’s Flying Circus and Saturday Night Live. She is politically very liberal and I find
that to be a bit off-putting. There is a comedian named Ryan Long who does political humour
which I find more enjoyable because it is ambiguous and pokes fun at both sides. But Jamie
Loftus is brilliant and daring. She also likes to flash her Mensa membership, but does it in an en-
dearing, ironic way.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on James Woods?

Peden: James Woods claims to have a very high .Q. and I believe it. He seems very sharp to
me. I don’t know if he is in a high 1.Q. society, but I have no doubt that he could be. James
Woods is also very vocal politically. Normally I find most entertainers who focus on politics to
be out of their element. Politics is a playground for the Dunning Kruger effect. But James Woods
is an exception because he has a background in politics. His political opinion carries the cachet
of actual schooling in the subject. James Woods leans heavily (but not entirely) to the right polit-
ically.

Jacobsen: Any thoughts on The Amazing Randi?

Peden: I saw a documentary on The Amazing Randi a while back. I’ve found him interesting for
decades. I think I even have a book written by him. He was not impressed when he went to a
Mensa gathering some time ago. He has become this wise, wizardly character that seems to defy
death (he was diagnosed with cancer quite a long time ago).

Jacobsen: How accurate are contemporary measurements of intelligence? What is intelligence?
What would measure intelligence most realistically and accurately?

Peden: I am more of a supporter of this subject than an expert. But it’s fun to give opinions, so |
will. Intelligence is the name for the property of a constellation of abilities, SOME of which are
measured by an [.Q. test. I believe contemporary 1.Q. tests are accurate enough to be useful in the
low range. But the usefulness of 1.Q. testing for the high range is still being investigated. Intelli-
gence is such a complex property that it is ideally suited for measurement by artificial intelli-
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gence. Artificial intelligence should be able to assess a variety of abilities in real-time and pas-
sively so there would be no need for an 1.Q. test. As far as I know, this has not yet been devel-
oped.

Jacobsen: Why the original pursuit in some of the non-mainstream tests?

Peden: I think artificial intelligence will play a far more significant role in our lives. I’ve thought
that for many years. I ran across Paul Cooijmans’s tests when researching the singularity on the
internet.

Jacobsen: Why come to Paul Cooijmans test in particular, the “Cartoons of Shock 1.Q. Test”?

Peden: Paul Cooijmans used to have his tests for free online. Anyone could take any of his tests
and submit the answers when they felt moved to do so. There was much about Paul Cooijmans
that I found credible and his test questions clearly had gradations of difficulty. The Cartoons of
Shock just sounds like a fun test to me.

Jacobsen: What were the specific contributions to Thoth from you?

Peden: I think my first contribution to the Journal Thoth was about a bizarre guy named Mirin
Dajo. I was also interested in psychopathy for a while and had a brief series called “Uncharm-
ing”. I find plain facts to be credible. But growing up in the United States, I’ve become accus-
tomed to framing things in a promotional way and appealing to emotions. So the idea of an unap-
pealing name for the series was something I found...appealing.

Jacobsen: How does intelligence become “most pronounced in the context of novel situations”?
What does this state about intuitive understandings of intelligence?

Peden: When a novel problem can be solved with logic and nobody in the group has an advanta-
geous experience for solving it, then one can bet probabilistically that the solution will come
from the most intelligent among them. When dealing with problems that are not novel, then a
person with experience is sufficient. The advantage of intelligence is mostly treated as marginal
these days. It is discouraging.

Jacobsen: How can high-range “1.Q. results... play havoc with one’s ego,” in precise terms?

Peden: Having a high score has caused me to have this ego narrative that I’'m smarter than most
people. This may be true, but it does not mean I am smarter than someone else at all times and in
all circumstances. I often have my narcissism checked by the brilliance of others who may not
score so high on an 1.Q. test. I’ve had to learn that I.Q. is not a substitute for experience and it is
not a guarantee that I have the best answers.

Jacobsen: What are some of the ‘demons’ of this ostracism in life for you? How do they mani-
fest?

Peden: The demons of ostracism are the ideas that creep into one’s head that one isn’t good
enough for others. At jobs I would see people promoted above me simply because they had some
minor college degree. I would see girlfriends dump me for a guy who makes them miserable.
Any circumstance where I am excluded for an arbitrary reason, like not being cool enough or hot
enough, could trigger a demon of ostracism.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Glia Society.
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[2] Individual Publication Date: December 22, 2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/peden-3;
Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2021: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with honest skepticism grounded in the limited em-
pirical development of the field at present, even in spite of honest and sincere efforts. If a higher
general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the general
intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Conversation with Tim Roberts on James Randi, Daniel Dennett, Martin
Gardner, Penn & Teller, and Richard Dawkins: Founder/Administrator,
Unsolved Problems (6)

2020-12-22

Tim Roberts is the Founder/Administrator of Unsolved Problems. He self-describes in “A Brief
and Almost True Biography” as follows: I was definitely born lower-middle class. Britain was
(and probably still is) so stratified that one’s status could be easily classified. You were only
working class if you lived in Scotland or Wales, or in the north of England, or had a really physi-
cal job like dustbin-man. You were only middle class if you lived in the south, had a decent-sized
house, probably with a mortgage, and at work you had to use your brain, at least a little. My
mother was at the upper end of lower-middle class, my father at the lower. After suffering
through the first twenty years of my life because of various deleterious genetically-acquired
traits, which resulted in my being very small and very sickly, and a regular visitor to hospitals, 1
became almost normal in my 20s, and found work in the computer industry. I was never very
good, but demand in those days was so high for anyone who knew what a computer was that 1
turned freelance, specializing in large IBM mainframe operating systems, and could often
choose from a range of job opportunities. As far away as possible sounded good, so I went to
Australia, where I met my wife, and have lived all the latter half of my life. Being inherently lazy,
I discovered academia, and spent 30 years as a lecturer, at three different universities. Whether
I actually managed to teach anyone anything is a matter of some debate. The maxim “publish or
perish” ruled, so I spent an inordinate amount of time writing crap papers on online education,
which required almost no effort. My thoughts, however, were always centred on such pretentious
topics as quantum theory and consciousness and the nature of reality. These remain my over-
riding interest today, some five years after retirement. I have a reliance on steroids and Shiraz,
and possess an 1Q the size of a small planet, because I am quite good at solving puzzles of no im-
portance, but I have no useful real-world skills whatsoever. I used to know a few things, but [
have forgotten most of them.” He discusses: the quintessential skeptic James Randi; Daniel Den-
nett; Martin Gardner; Penn & Teller; and Richard Dawkins.

*I assumed “Professor” based on an article. I was wrong. I decided to keep the mistake because
the responses and the continual mistake, for the purposes of this interview, adds some personal-
ity to the interview, so the humour in a personal error.*

Scott Douglas Jacobsen: With the passing of James Randi, a luminary of the skeptical commu-
nity. I want to touch on some of the names to finalize this series of sessions with you. So, the
quintessential skeptic James Randi, what stood out about him?

Tim Roberts[1],[2]*: One of the advantages of being 65 (and there are very few, I assure you),
is that one can do and say as one feels, without any fear that it will harm one’s future career pro-
spects....

So, Scott (whom I love dearly) has sent me a series of questions on Martin Gardner, and Daniel
Dennett, and Penn and Teller, and James Randi, and Richard Dawkins, presumably because in
previous interviews I have mentioned their names as prominent skeptics. So, I hope to answer
all of the questions posed, but in a slightly roundabout way.

I have met none personally. But I have been in the audience for two.
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