A Brief and Almost True Biography

Tim S. Roberts self-describes in “A Brief and Almost True Biography” as follows: | was definitely born
lower-middle class. Britain was (and probably still is) so stratified that one’s status could be easily
classified. You were only working class if you lived in Scotland or Wales, or in the north of England, or
had a really physical job like dustbin-man. You were only middle class if you lived in the south, had a
decent-sized house, probably with a mortgage, and at work you had to use your brain, at least a little.

My mother was at the upper end of lower-middle class, my father at the lower.

After suffering through the first twenty years of my life because of various deleterious genetically-
acquired traits, which resulted in my being very small and very sickly, and a regular visitor to hospitals, |
became almost normal in my 20s, and found work in the computer industry. | was never very good, but
demand in those days was so high for anyone who knew what a computer was that | turned freelance,
specializing in large IBM mainframe operating systems, and could often choose from a range of job
opportunities.

As far away as possible sounded good, so | went to Australia, where | met my wife, and have lived all the
latter half of my life.

Being inherently lazy, | discovered academia, and spent 30 years as a lecturer, at three different
universities. Whether | actually managed to teach anyone anything is a matter of some debate. The
maxim “publish or perish” ruled, so | spent an inordinate amount of time writing crap papers on online
education, which required almost no effort.

My thoughts, however, were always centred on such pretentious topics as quantum theory and
consciousness and the nature of reality. These remain my over-riding interest today, some five years
after retirement.

| have a reliance on steroids and Shiraz, and possess an IQ the size of a small planet, because | am quite
good at solving puzzles of no importance, but | have no useful real-world skills whatsoever. | used to
know a few things, but | have forgotten most of them.



